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J. J. Hofmanns 'Universal Lexicon ' represents the height and terminating point of the 
line of development of historical second-hand encyclopedias of the European 

humanism. It was not reproduced, as far as we can say, so far. That it was little 
considered explains itself from its appearance at a time in which the scholarly work in 

the national language began to displace writings in Latin.  
 

A closer consequence was that at that time the reference books of Louis Moréry 
appeared on history, biography, genealogy and geography (Grand dictionnaire 

historique, 1674), Pierre Bayle (Dictionnaire historique critique et, 1697, German 
treatment of Gottsched, 1741-1744), Jakob Christian of Iselin (Historical and 

Geographical General Lexicon, Basel 1726-1727) and finally - with the Leipziger 
publisher Zedler - the ' Large complete universal encyclopedia of all sciences and fine 

arts’(1731-1754), that ties in to the title of Hofmann’s 'Universal Lexicon '. 
 

This appeared first 1677 in Geneva (printed in Basel) in two strong bound folios under 
the title 'Lexicon universal Historico Geographico Chronologico Poetico Philologicum: 
Continens Historiam Omnis Aevi, Geographiam omnium Locorum, Genealogiam 
principum Familiarum, addita ubique Chronologia tum veteri tum recentiore, 
Mythologiam more insuper omnium Fabularum, Discussionem Philologicam illustrium 
about haec occurrentium Difficultatum… '.  
 
A description of the contents shows the breadth of humanistic interest of the author. 
The Supplement of 1683 (Geneva and Basel, 3 parts in 2 folios) extends the thematic 
range with natural history (Zoologie, Botanik, mineralogy, cosmology) and the 
everyday life life with its activities, habits and traditions: 'Lexici Universalis Historico 
Geographico Chronologico Poetico Philologici Continuatio: Praeter Addenda 
comprehendens Historiam Animalium, Plantarum, Lapidum, Metallorum, 
Elementorum, Rerum Astricarum, praecipue Hominis Negotiorumque eius, in omni 
Aetate, Sexu, Conditione, change request, Recentiori, medio, veteri, ex omnium 
Gentium, inprimis Hebraeae, Graecae, Romanae, Monumentis sacris, civilibus, 
erutam.' 

 
 
 

See the entries for Taphra (not Taphrae, which is in Turkey) and Thaena/Thenae







 
 
 

Source: http://www.uni-mannheim.de/mateo/camenaref/hofmann.html 


