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SECTION VIIii

The Government of
Cairoan ou Carvan (Kairouan).

THIS Government includes the towns of
Cairoan (Kairouan), Tobulba & Asfachus
(Sfax). Cairoan & by corruption Carvan is
located seven miles from the sea, 20
from Tunis & 11 from Carthage; it owes
its birth to Ocuba, general of the army of
Odman (Othman) successor of Mahomet
& the third Caliph who chose it in the
year 652 to be the retreat & rendezvous
for his troops. He enclosed it in brick
walls well furnished with towers, and built
there a superb Mosque, supported by
pillars of marble, amongst which there
are of two that are priceless in value;
these are of a bright red marble with
small white spots like porphyry. The
whole surrounding country is nothing but
sterile sandy desert, where one finds
neither spring nor well; provisions are
transported there by cart from towns on
the Coast, which are all five or six miles
away.

Tobulba or Tabulba was a colony of the
Romans built on the Coast three miles
from Monester (Monastir) towards the
east: in the time of Elagleb, who was
Governor there; this town grew so large
that the inhabitants became obliged to
build another nearby which they called
Recheda, where this prince & his
courtiers established their court; but it
was ruined by the wars & althought it has
since been repopulated, it has never had
the same prestige.



Asfachus, Esfucho or Esfachus is a small
town of 400 houses, known as Marmol,
built on the coast by the ancient Moors &
enclosed in good walls. The soil of
Asfachus grows only barley; that of
Tobulbe is almost totally uncultivated,
because of the [nourses] of the Arabs: it
believes in it for---- force olive-trees &
some other trees: there are great number
of blacksmiths in Carvan, who send their
prepared leather to Biledulgerid (Bilad el
Djerid, the Djerid), where there is not
much European cloth.

The town of Carvan is famous, because
it is the seat of sovereign pontiff & vicar
of Mahomet: the Arabs hold this city to
be so holy that they believe that those
who are buried there will not be damned,
because they participate in the prayers of
the pontiff & of his priests: the grand
Lords take off their shoes in respect
when they enter the town; they build
chapels there & dedicate their large
revenues, thinking that after that, they
will go straight to Paradise.

Six miles from the Cape of Mascarez:
close to the Kingdom of Tunis is the
island of Tabarca, which is separated
from the dry land by an arm of the sea
which is not more than 500 steps wide.
This island is held by some French
merchants, who built a fort there & hold it
with a Garrison of 200 men & war
munitions, for the safety of the trade &
coral fishing: however they have to pay
the Pasha of Tunis 4000 ecus & 2000 to
that of Algiers. Across from Tabarca &
within five miles of this island there is
another, called Galita & Galata, where
there is nothing significant.
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proche parent. Mais I'an 1545, 0
I550. Dorgut ou Dra%ut Corfaire
Turc & Bacha de Tripoli ayant cox-
rompu quelques Bourgeois , {e faific

de la vile par trahifont , & depuis ce
temps-1a eﬁle a demeuré {ous {:'obeifl-
{ance des Turcs.
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SECTION VIL

Le Gonvernement de Cairoan ou
Carvan.

CE Gouvernement comprend les  Ses
Viles de Cairoan', de Tobulba confins
& d’ Asfachus. Cairoan & par corrup-

tion Carvaneft fituée a fept miles de

1a Mer,220,de Tunis& 3 11, de
Carthage ; elle doit fa naiflance A
Ocuba General de’Armée ’'Odinan
fuccefleur de Mahomet & troifiédime
Calife qui la choifit I’an 652. pour

érre la retraite & le rendez-vous de

{es Troupes; il la ferma de murailles

de brique bien garnies de Tours : il

y fit batir une fuperbe Mofquée,(ou-
tenu€ par des pifizxs de marbre, par-

my lefquels il y en a deux d’un prix
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.ineftimable, quifont d’un rouge vif,.
€clatant , & jalpez: de petites ta—-
. ches blanches comme le Porphyre..
.Tout le Pays d’alentour n’eft qu'un.

defert {ablonneux & fterile , ot on-

ne rencomre ny-{ource ny puits;lon.

y aporre dés provifions par charoy:
des viles de la-Céote, qui {ont toutes
a cinq ou fix lieu@s de la..

Tobulba ou Tabylba eft une Colo-
nie des Romains batie fur. la Cote 2
trois lieues deMonefter vers I’'Orient::
du temps d' Elagleb,qui en étoit Gou—
verneur; cete Vile s’acrut fi fort,que
les Habitans fe virent obligez'd’c‘n

bitir une auwre tout proche qu’ils

apellerent Recheda, otrce Prince &.

fes Courtifans érablirent leur Cour 3

mais elle a éeé ruinde. par les guerress:
& quoyque depuis clleait ée repeu-

plée,elle n’a jamais eu rant.de luftre. .
Asfackus , Esfucho ou Elfachus eft-

une petite vile' de 400, maifons , dic

‘Marmol , batie fur-la Cote par les

Anciens Mores & fermée de bonnes

Leterroir d’Asfackus ne raporre

;}::-" -/‘l*f de l'orge ; celuy de Tobulbe eft.

es. des Arabes. ;i y croit pour-

-pref e tout inculte ,- & caufe des.
QoY
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san force oliviers® & quelques
aames aibres : il y a grand nom--
-bre de:Corroyeurs aCarvan , cdui en-
voyent leur cuir Prcparé au Biledul-
-gerid , oit I’on ne trouve pas .bean-.
-coup de-nos draps d’Eurgpe, La vile:
de Carvan:eft fameufe,parce quelle
eft le fiege du Souverain Pontife &
Vicaire de Mahomet:les Arabes tien-
xent cete vile pour fi fainte, quils:
croyent que les Morts qui'y font en--
terrez ne {auroient étre damnez, par--
ce qu'ils font participans des Prieres.
du Pontife & de fes Prétres : les
grands Seigneurs-{e déchauflent par
refpe& , lor{qu’ils- entrent dans la.
wile; ils y font batic des Chapelles &
Jeur affignent de groffes rentes,s’imma~
ginant quaprés cela, ils s'en vont
droit en Paradis.
A fix miles du Cap de Mafca- 4
ez : prés du Royaume de Tuniseft mf‘“ L
J’Ile de Tabarca , quiect fegarée de 7t srca
la terre ferme par un bras de Mer, & ge
qui n'a gas plus de goo, pas de lar- Galitas
geur. Cere lle et pofledée par quel-
gucs Marchands Frangois quiy ont
it /batir un Fort , & y tiennent une
&arnifon de 200. hoimmnes & des
munitions de. guerre pour la. furesg’
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du commerce & de la péche du Co4
rail: mais ils font contrains de payer
au Bacha de Tunis 4000. écus 8¢
2000. 2 celuy d’Alger, Vis-i-vis de
Tabarca & acing lieués de cete Xle;
il y en a une autre , qu'on nomme
Galita & Galata , ou il n’y arien de
confiderable,
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