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SECTION VIII 
 

The Government of  
Cairoan ou Carvan (Kairouan). 

 

THIS Government includes the towns of 
Cairoan (Kairouan), Tobulba & Asfachus 
(Sfax). Cairoan & by corruption Carvan is 
located seven miles from the sea, 20 
from Tunis & 11 from Carthage; it owes 
its birth to Ocuba, general of the army of 
Odman (Othman) successor of Mahomet 
& the third Caliph who chose it in the 
year 652 to be the retreat & rendezvous 
for his troops.  He enclosed it in brick 
walls well furnished with towers, and built 
there a superb Mosque, supported by 
pillars of marble, amongst which there 
are of two that are priceless in value; 
these are of a bright red marble with 
small white spots like porphyry. The 
whole surrounding country is nothing but 
sterile sandy desert, where one finds 
neither spring nor well; provisions are 
transported there by cart from towns on 
the Coast, which are all five or six miles 
away.  
Tobulba or Tabulba was a colony of the 
Romans built on the Coast three miles 
from Monester (Monastir) towards the 
east: in the time of Elagleb, who was 
Governor there; this town grew so large 
that the inhabitants became obliged to 
build another nearby which they called 
Recheda, where this prince & his 
courtiers established their court; but it 
was ruined by the wars & althought it has 
since been repopulated, it has never had 
the same prestige.  



Asfachus, Esfucho or Esfachus is a small 
town of 400 houses, known as Marmol, 
built on the coast by the ancient Moors & 
enclosed in good walls. The soil of 
Asfachus grows only barley; that of 
Tobulbe is almost totally uncultivated, 
because of the [nourses] of the Arabs: it 
believes in it for---- force olive-trees & 
some other trees: there are great number 
of blacksmiths in Carvan, who send their 
prepared leather to Biledulgerid (Bilad el 
Djerid, the Djerid), where there is not 
much European cloth.  
The town of Carvan is famous, because 
it is the seat of sovereign pontiff & vicar 
of Mahomet: the Arabs hold this city to 
be so holy that they believe that those 
who are buried there will not be damned, 
because they participate in the prayers of 
the pontiff & of his priests: the grand 
Lords take off their shoes in respect 
when they enter the town; they build 
chapels there & dedicate their large 
revenues, thinking that after that, they 
will go straight to Paradise.  
Six miles from the Cape of Mascarez: 
close to the Kingdom of Tunis is the 
island of Tabarca, which is separated 
from the dry land by an arm of the sea 
which is not more than 500 steps wide.  
This island is held by some French 
merchants, who built a fort there & hold it 
with a Garrison of 200 men & war 
munitions, for the safety of the trade & 
coral fishing: however they have to pay 
the Pasha of Tunis 4000 ecus & 2000 to 
that of Algiers. Across from Tabarca & 
within five miles of this island there is 
another, called Galita & Galata, where 
there is nothing significant. 





 



 



 


