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FROM LEGHORN, May 6. 
 

The Bey of Tunis asked the Regency of 
Algiers for help to defend its coast from the 

Venetians; but their Consul [the Venetians’] is 
opposed to this request, & notified the Chiefs of 
the Regency that the Republic would declare 

war on him, if it furnished the requested help. 
Consequently, the Bey answered the Regency of 

Tunis “that the present circumstances do not 
permit to him to provide any help, without 
compromising the good harmony which remains 

between the Republic of Venice & its subjects; 
that on the other hand, he counseled him to 

conclude it with an honourable compromise that 
would put to rest the events of the war, & he 
also offered his mediation.”  

(158) 
 

The news which spreads here of the capture 

of Sfax is not yet very clear; it is told in several 
versions, & here is the one which appears most 
probable. General Emo has returned with his 

Squadron to the coast of the Kingdom of Tunis, 
to examine the the place that would be the best 

to attack to get the better harbour. He has 
determined on the town of Sfax, as it was closer 
to the coast, & only from twelve miles away 

from three small islands ideal to serve as refuge 
for his Squadron. The attack began by sea with 
an incredible strength & the defense was very 

vigorous; but it burst four iron guns, whose 
explosions killed a great number of soldiers of 

the garrison. General Emo when informed of the 
consternation of the town, disembarked 1500 
slaves to attempt an assault which had all the 

success that had been hoped for, & they were 
made masters of the city with sword in hand: 
some of the garrison escaped, & a part was cut 

to pieces. 
(159) 
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FROM VENICE, May 9 
 

The last dispatches of the Chevalier General Emo to the 
Senate are dated April 6. He has made a third attack on the 

town of Sfax; but the unforeseen arrival of several Algerian 
boats, & the impossibility of making his floating batteries 
reach the coast, a basic fault, made all his efforts useless. 

Several floating batteries were lost, & others left in a very 
bad condition. Finally Chevalier Emo was almost killed by a 
bomb of the enemy. In spite of this event the General did 

not give up his enterprise, & he makes his provisions for  
(66) 

 
a new attack, once he has received the biscuit & money that 
he needs. It is claimed that the majority of the defenders of 

this place are Europeans.  
A letter of March 28, written aboard our squadron, gives 

a more detailed an account of this unfruitful attack in these 

terms.  
On February 26, all our fleet made sail from the port of 

Malta, with the exception of the Sirene, which remained to 
cruise the channel, to protect our trading vessels & to take 
care of the remainder of the ammunition that was brought 

from Venice. As Chevalier Emo only reveals his intentions en 
route, we wandered approximately 12 days between the 

islands of Pantalerie & Lampadouse, without knowing our 
destination; we believed that we would have to return to 
Tunis, when all of a sudden the order was given to sail 

towards the sea roads of Sfax, where we arrived happily on 
March 12. While approaching, we noticed that the Berbers 
(lit: Barbaresque) had raised a new battery at the edge of 

the sea, & made several provisions which signalled a 
vigorous defense. We consequently hastened to choose 

advantageous stations for our floating batteries, gunboats & 
bombs; in this way everything was ready by the the morning 
of the 18th, we were living in a position to begin the attack; 

it was very vigorous; the beseiged returned fire with an 
eagerness that astonished us. They fired each time a 
general discharge of all their artillery at us.  

The enemies sent such a great number of balls to the 
side where the Chevalier was giving his orders in person, 

that we believed at one point that we had lost our Admiral. 
This danger  

(67) 

 
having made us move back a little, our batteries redoubled 

their fire, sustained by all the gunboats, while our 
bombardment continuously threw bombs into the town, 
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where they at the very least caused as much damage 
against their defences as did our guns. The number of the 

enemies killed & wounded is very considerable. Chevalier 
Emo finally ordered the withdrawal, which was carried out 

without the least disorder, in spite of the fires of hell that 
the besieged poured on us. As soon as the time allows us to 
return to the battle, there will be more fatalities; the 

Chevalier increased the number of pieces of ordnance on the 
side from where he proposes to strike the town, we will use 
against them a formidable piece which is a mortar of 200 lbs 

(lit: livres). The Berbers did not remain idle, they raised two 
batteries on the shore where they transported all the useless 

cannons that they had on the walls. 
(68) 
 



FROM LEGHORN, May 20. 
 

We receive by a ship coming from Marseilles, some 
apocryphal letters from Tunis, dated April 21. At that time, 
the Venetian squadron was constantly in sight of Sfax. Even 
though it did not obtain great advantage over the town, it is 
however in a position to make a second bombardment, & 
only awaits a favorable wind to attempt it. The town 
continuously receives help from elsewhere, Algiers & Tripoli. 
It continues to fortify all the gates. The Bey was himself to 
visit the fortifications, & to encourage the workmen in their 
work by the distribution of money. New bronze guns are 
currently being smelted in this place, under the direction of a 
Turkish smelter & a French.  

One hears from Pistoja [Pistoia, Italy] that on the 11th of 
this month,  

(114) 
 
the wife of an inhabitant of Montale, having eaten 
mushrooms with her sister & three of her children, this 
expectant mother was women during the night by violent 
pain; in the  low belly, accompanied by vomiting, that looked 
like the effects of her pregnancy. The child died ten hours 
afterwards; the sister died Saturday, & the woman next 
Sunday. Hardly had she breathed her last sigh, that she was 
opened to withdraw child that she carried; he was found 
dead. The effects of the poison were so violent, that all the 
resources of Medicine became useless.  
 

 
 

(Downloaded October 19, 2009, from  
http://books.google.com/books/download/Mercure_de_France.pdf?id=uyw0AAAAMAAJ&output=pd
f&sig=ACfU3U3csolHImuPggUBE8xeLUEkK5msRA&source=gbs_v2_summary_r&cad=0 ) 

From Journal 
Politique de 

Bruxelle, No. 4,  
17 Juin, 1786 

 May-June, 1786. 



 
 

 
 

From  
Mercure de France,  

May-June, 1786. 



 

 

From Mercure de France, 
May-June, 1786. 

(page 546 of 796) 



 
 

 





   

   

From Journal 
Politique de 

Bruxelle, No. 4,  
17 Juin, 1786 

 May-June, 1786. 



(Downloaded October 19, 2009, from  
http://books.google.com/books/download/Mercure_de_France.pdf?id=uyw0AAAAMAAJ&output=pdf&sig

=ACfU3U3csolHImuPggUBE8xeLUEkK5msRA&source=gbs_v2_summary_r&cad=0 ) 
 

 


