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ERITISH SHIPS IN TURISIAN WATERS.

Mr. H. BRAND, on behalf of Mr. Orway, saked the
Under-Secretary of State tor Foreipn Affsirs whether
& British ing schooner with her colours flying
wa3 Tecently boarded from a ¥Frepch man-of-war in
Tunjsian waters, taken possession of, and overhaunled,
on the ples of pearching for arms ; whether arms
forrmed any part of the cargoof the echoomer; and,
had such been the case, by what right the French authorities
(their Government not being nt war with the Coveroment
of Tunis or a belligerent Power) impeded a British ship
when pursuing ber lawial commerce ; and whether, in
conseyuence of this transaction, Her Majasty's Government
contemplated taling any steps to secure for British seamen
and theic trade in Tunisisn waters the protection to which
they were entitled.

SIR C. DILE¥E.—On the 23d of May, Her DMajesty's
ageot at Tonis reported by telegram that the French ship
of war Leopard bad overhauled the British schooner Nova
Stells, on the 19tk inst., and sfter sesrching her for gun-
powder, bad escorted ker fo Sfa: to bs more closely in-
spected by the loeal authorities in the prescoce of a drago-
man of the British Consulate. Lord Lyons was instructed
to inguire into the matter, and was informed by the French
Minister for Formign Affairs that it was in consequence of
a regretable misunderstanding of his instructions that the
commander of the Leopard had visited one or two forai
vessels. He hed been instrueted to watch suspected vessels,
snd to support the Tuonisian authorifies in repressing
smuggling, but he was by no means ounthorized to visit
foreign vessels on the hizh sews, and fresh instructions had
been sent to him to prevent any misunderstonding in
futare. Commusicstions on the subject have taken placs
betweea Captain Tryonand the commander of the Leopard.
A report of thess hLas mot yot been received from the
former, but 2. St. Hilnire informmed Lord Lyons that
the two officer= had come to s perfect understandiug cs fo
thair re-pective obligations. ln view of the explonation
given by the French Government of the sfisir, Her
:ﬂﬂ.j&f-'t?{? Government do not, us ot present informed, con~
template takiop any further steps in the matter.
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