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TOUNIS.

SIE H. WOLFF asked the Under-Secratary of State for
Foreign Affairs whether, in the treaty between England
and Tunisof October 5, 1662, there isnot tbe following
provision :—** Article 8. Le tonsul ou tout autre Anglag
résident 4 Tunis no sera forcd ds s’adresser 4 aucune autre
cour de justice qu'an Dey lui-méme par lequel senl justice
Iui sera renduse ;  whether the same stipulation does not
oceur in Article 8 of the treaty of the 183th August, 1716
whether analagous provisions do not exist in the trenties of
other Powers which are still in force 5 and whether in
consequence the privilege of access to the Bey is not a

rivilege and immunity conferred by treaty oo Her
Majesty’s Agent apd Consul-General and confirmed by
Articles 11 and 5 of the treaty of 1575.

SIR O. D-LKE.—The treaties of 1662 and 1716 wers
abrogeted by the treaty of 1875, which was substituted for
all existing previous freaties and in which the article in !

uestion was nob repeated. I may, howaver, point out £o |
the hon. member that even if this article wers still in
force, it would give no * privilege of access’ to the
Consul any more than to any ether British subject who
might present himself bafore the Bey for the purdp—asa of
seeking justice ; and its effect is entirely annulle by the
24th article of the Treaty of 1875,

SiR H. WOLFF said the right hon. baronet had not
stated whether analogous provisions did not exist in tha
treaties of other Powers which wers still in force.

SIR C. DILEE.—1 shall be glad if the hon. member
would state what those treaties are. I have on four or five
zccasions informed tha House that the most carefnl scarah
has failed to find any article of the kiod in any ireaty, and
Lord Granville hss made a statement to this efisct in
wnother place. That statement bws been elaborately
sontradicted,especially in a letter in The Times ; but in nonp
»f these contradictions have articles in treaties been
juoted to npsct the statement. '




ITALY AND TUNIS.

LORD R, CHUROHILYL asked the Under-Sceretary of
Stata for Foreign Affairs whether it was o fact that the
Italian Goveropmens hzd refused to recogmize the French
Protectorats in Turnis, and the appointment of 2,
Rousten as intermediary for their cficial communications
with the Government of the Bey ; and whether the Italian
Uovernmeat had more than once since the commencement
of the French hostilities against Tunis pressed Her Majesty’s
Government to act in concert with them, partieulacly with
respzet to the sppointment of AL Ronston; and what
snsver Her Majesty’s Government had made to those pro-
posals,

SIR O. DILEE,—It is not tha fact, so far as Her
Majesty’s Government are aware, that the Italisn Govern-
ment have refused to recognize the French Protectorate in
Tunis, or the appointment of L. Roustan. The Jralian
Government have inguired of Her Majesty’s Government
through the Italian Ambassador in London what sre the
vigws of Her Majesty’'s Government on certain questions
arising gut of the position of France in Tunis, and Lard
Granville has, in reply, informed his Excellency of the
communications which Her Majesty’s Ambassador in Paris
has been instructed to make to the French Government on
these questions. (Hear, hear,)

ERITISH TRADE WITH TUNIS.

LORD R, CHUROHILL asked the Under-Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs whether he wonld lay upon the
table 2 return showing the number of British colonists
and the exteot of British trade at Susa, Monastir, Medhis,
Sfac, and Cabes, in the territory of Tunis ; also a return
i;vm,r_: tue same information with respect to Tripoli and

enzazi, _

SIE Q. DILKE,—I do not know whether the noble lord
has read the reports furnished yearly by Her Majesty’s
Qonsular efficers in Tunis and Tripoli, but these give all

ths information which Her Majesty’s Government are able
to supply,



BOMBAEDMENT OF SFAX,

LORD R CHURCHILY, asked tho Under-Secre of
Stato for Foreign Affairs whother he had resson to balieva
that ¢he French Government had any intention to proceed {0
n bombardment of Bfax, or to tele eoy hostile meggures
towards the town and people of Siax ; and whether they
vould iutimate to the French Government that an

g¢ to British property arising out of such hostile
messutes would entitle the owners thereof to full com.
pensation {o be demanded by the Government.

SIR C. DILXE.—As a French Cousul sud savera] French
naval officers appear to have been attacked nrd wounded at
Sfax, it is possibla that such meesnres ss the noble lord con-
templates may be taken by France. If is not usasl to make
beforehand any snch intimation as the nobls lord suggests,
snd if the occeasion arises Her Majesty’s Government will,

of course, sirigtly follow the precedents in similar cases of
destruction of nentral ETUpCILY.

FEANCE AND TUNIS.

. The EART, of BEOTIVE asked the Under-Secrotary of
State for Foreign Affairs whether his gttention bad been
called to a statement 1n ths public Press that 3. Roustan
directed not only the Forelzn Office of Tunis, but also all
the Government I> artments,and that elaims bythe muniei-
ps ity and other bodies against Europssns and other bodies
were made by M. Boustan ; whether he could inform the
House what guarantees for the protection of British in-
terests existed under sush & system ; and whether he was
aware that in cne of ths eforesaid capacities ML Roustan
had adjudead & portion of ground adjoinin - the English
Clureh, and secured in perpetuity to the British colony by
an ancient deed of the Beys of Tunis, to o French s bject
who never set up any claim to the laud prior to the French
occupating,

SIR 0. DILEE.—I have slreadv on several oceasions
stated to the House that questions arising out of the two-
fold nature of the functions discharped by M. Roustan
were under the consideration of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, and were the subject of communications with the Go-
vernment of France, These communications will be laid

before Parliament, We have not received any information
respeciing the ground sdjoining the Enclish Church. I
must be allowed to point out that s question of this nature
requires a search through the pspers in the Freuch and
Turkish departments of the Foreign Office, sud may re-

uire comsultation with the Secretary of State and the
%’ermam—.nt Under-Secretery. This question was placed
upon the paper at the close of the sithine of last nicht. and



reached me for the first timo st haij‘-pist 11 o’closk this
morning. 1 may add that it is not slways possible to
acceph, without inquiry, tho ststements of foct in the
questions relating to Tunis of the noble lord, for ane which
Le put to me on Thursday la.t has been the subject of
correspondenca betwesn myself and the prineipal gentle-
man vamed in i, and I am assored that, as fﬁi-u,s he is
coucerned, thera is no foundation for the stetements re-
ferred to. (Hear, hear.)

The EARL of BECTIVE gove notice that he wntﬂﬂJ
repest his question on snother oecssiom, os some of his |
intormation rested on unimpeachable anthority that wonld |
.ead the hon. baronet to modify what he had just said.
{Hear, hear.) :

INSURRECTION IN TUNIS.

The EARL of BECTIVE asked the Sceretarv tothe !
Admiralty whether Her DMajesty’s Government, in con-
sideration of the probability of the present s=rioms insur-
rectton esnsed by the Freoch iuvasion spreading to the
immediate neighhourhood ot the city of Tunis, intended
eending some ships of war to Goletts in place of tho:g
sent towards Tripoli in order -to protect British subjects
resident in Tonis and its neighbonrhood.,

Mr. TREVELYAN.—Thea Condor has been ordered back
to Goletta. It is evident that the denger of which the
noble lord is apprehensive s not regarded as imminents
because the French have no ship at Tunis of a larger class
than the QCoudor. The feet under Sir Beanchamp
Beymour is ernising within four days’ call, and, if Forther
GCCASIon arises, mors ronclads will be sent. (Hear, hear.)
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