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The French Government is beginning to discern
the magnitude of the task it undertook in assum-
ing the protectorate of Tunis, As the experience
of Algeria has abundantly proved, the introduc-
tion of Eunropean civilization among the Arah
tribes of North Africa isa very troublesome and
tedionsprocess. It was only the other day that the
refractory Eroumirs seemed to vanish into space
befora the advance of the French batialions, and a
military promenade seemed all ihat wes nezess
to induce the Bey to accept the French Republic
a8 his guardien and M. RousTaw as his Minister,
The bulk of the troops was recalled, and France
was enriched with a new dependency, BSuddenly
all is changed, and exultation has given place to
anxiety. It was always likely that the tribes in
the interior of Tunis would prove refractory if any
serious attempt were made to interfere with them |
but the French Government seems 1o have be-|
lieved that no trouble was to be anticipated in the
towns on the coast. This bslief has now been
rudely dispelled, Sfax is in revolt, ard the latest :
accounts which reach us announce that the town
was bombarded on the evening of Tuesday. Woe
have received no dstails as yet of the results of the
bombardment ; but it is probable that it will b
offective in quelling resistance on the spot and in
the immediate neighbourbood. What ita effect
may be, however, on the temper and attitude of
the Arsb tribes in general is a gocd deal more
uncertain. The condition of Algeria is full of dis-
quietude, and though there is probably no direct |
connexion between the revolt in the Oranais and |
the disturbances at Sfax, yet the fact that behind .
the fringe of European civilization that rung along |
the northern coast of Africa there lies a vast net. |
work of untamed tribes whose love of inde- |
pendence is quickened by fanstical hatred of the
Frank is well ecalculated to inspire anxiety. No




one, of course, can question the power of ¥rance
to hold her position in Algeria, and, if need be,
to reduce the refractory tribes in Tunis to sub-
mission, But no one who wishes well to Frange
can care to see her resourees squandered in g
series of petty African wars, or her civilizing mis-
sion degenerate into @ career of exhausting and
profitless conguest, '

Wo fear it must bs admitted that the wholes pro-
gress of France in Afriea hes been littlo bettor
than a succession of costly delusions. The occupa.
tion of Algeria was first undertaken by Cmanizg
X, in order to divert public attention fiom
political discontent st home, and its fnal suh-
jugation was accomplished only at tremendong
coat. DMore than once gince Algeria first became
French colony have the French people and thejr
rulers entertairied the idea of extension in Afrieq
and the conversion of the Mediterranesn intq a
French luke, as the phrase ren. To absorb
Moroeco on the one side and Tunis on the other
was the policy of Lovis Pmiwierr, though it was
frustrated by the resolute opposition of Lonp

Paruerston. This pelicy, or, at any rate, that
portion of it which concerns Tunis, is now once
more in the ascendant. From wotives quite as
much connected with domestic politics as with the
interests of African civilization, Frence has
now taken the step she has been contems-
plating, with more or less persistency and eager-
ness, ever since she first set foot in Africa, It
still remains to ba seen, however, whether the
acquisition of Tunis will prove any more to her
advantage than the criginal conquest of Algeria.
It is alreedy clear that the work to be accom~
plished is not to be all of that profitable and
benevolent character which was deseribéd with so .
much onction in the deapatches of M. St. Hrrarse. |
The development of commerce and eivilization,
the reconstruction of the ancient aqueducts of
Tunis, the spread of railways and telegraphs
throughout the Regency, must now wait until it is
possible for the pioneers of French enterprise to
move abont the interior without the escort of the
soldiers of the Republic. We need not attash too
much importance to the disaffection actually dis- |
played at Sfax or at Souk-el-Arba, nor can fwe |
doubt that the French will find it comparatively




casy 10 re-establish and maintain order in the
varions towns alohg the coast. But this is not at
all what was contemplated when the Government
of the Republic undertook the protectorate of
Tunis. France was to acquire a new and fertile
provines by the simple expedient of substituting
its own suthority for that of the Bev. A new |
field was to be open to Fremch enterprise and
capital, and all the frontier troubles were to dis-
appear with the redoction of the ccnvenient
Kroumirs. The French Government was to meet |
the electors with all the prestige of a successful
expedition, reflecting abundant credit on the
national arms and promising a grateful solace to
the national vanity. Thusa Government not very
remarkable for strength and popular respect
allowed itself to be led with a light heart into s
serious adventure without fully counting the cost.
What was menant to be s brilliant political stroke,
resulting in o profitable annexation, now turns out
to be something very different indeed.  If Tunis is
to be annexed, it inust first be subdued, and this
with Algeria in a condition which causes grave and
increasing anxiety. There were "some both in
England and France who foresaw what was likely
to bappen from the first. M. Pavr Lzrov.
BeavLiey, in the Journal des Débats, insists that
the whole coast of Tunis, from Biserts to the
island of Djerba, should have been strongly occu-
pied, and that the French army of occupation
should not have been so speedily withdrawn.
But 'it is more than probable that if this
recessity had been foressen from the ontset
the French Government, and, still more,
the French people, would bave thought twice
before entering upon the undertaking. The
season Was certainlyill-chosenifaserionsexpedition
against the tribes of tha interiorofTunis had been
contemplated. What was evidently locked for was
that the submission of the Bey would be followed
by the submissicn of his nominal subjects, and
that Tunis would be annexed at the cost of an im-
posing military parade,




It wonld be idle to deny that the recent develog-
ments, of French policy in Africa have been
watched by all parties in this country with serious
misgiving, It was not because Englishmen dis-
cerned a menace to their own national interests in
the virtual annexzation of Tunis by Fraonce that
they regretted and deprecated the step, still less
because they suspected s disposition on the part
of France o reopen the Fastern Question by enter- |
taining designs upon Tripoli, but because their |
own oxperience has taught them what the French |
might have learnt in Algeria, that in the subjuga- |
tion of Mussdlman races it is by no mesans the firss |
step which is the most difficult, We have depre- |
cated the forward policy of France partly becaose,
while indifferent on the scors of Enplish interests
to its immediate consequences in Tunis, we have
been mindful of its possible effects in the future
on the balance of power in the Mediterranean, and
partly because we have all along foreseen that
France was entering on an adventure likely in
the long run to be a good deal more prejudicial to
French interests themselves than to these of any
other Power. We will not say that our forecast
has already been justified by events; but it is!
clear that the French sre discovering that the
task they have undertaken is a good deal more
formidable than was anticipated only a few weeks
ago. We cannot doubt that the trme wisdom
of the French Government in present circum-
stances will be to minimize ths extent of its in-
fluence in Tunis—to hold the coast, and gradually
to develop its commercial intercourse, but to leave
the interior of the country, as far as possible,
in the hands of the Bev. The attempt to
subdue the tribes of the interior by force of arms
would not only be unwise in itself, as unduly
straining resources which it is the trme policy of |
France to hushand with anxious forethought, but
might easily raise questions concerning the Turkish




frontier and the ierritory lying beyond it which
wonid be regarded with no I[ittle auxiety in
Europe. The direct interests of England
in this direction are perfectly clear and well-
understood. Dore thanonce in the present
century England has been invited to take Fgypt,
as the country in which her Mediterrenean and
Eaatern interests are chiefly centred, and our
reagsons for declining the offer have been pre-
cisely those which we have urged on France
in deprezation of the annexation of Tunis. We
have no desire %0 increase our respounsibilities
so long asour vital interests are secure, and the
embarrassments which France is now encountering
in Northern Africa certainly do not induce us to
regret the abstinence which we have consistently
recommended and practised.
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