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TUNIS.
TUNIS, Jooy 10,

The action of the French in dealing with the
msurrection on the coast is severely criticized,
Only one asqueinted with this country is aware
that the district pear Sfax and EKairwan is in-
habited by Arabs who are very famatical. There
is no reality inthe statement that they were incited
to rebel from Tripoli. They showed signs of
rebellion from the moment that the French troops
pntered Tunisisn territory, and it is inexplicable
that measures were not taken for securing quiet-
ness and eafety to the Europeans in that district
before the French troops were withdrawn from
the country. Now it will be far more difficult to
sippress the insurrection, and the French have
again committed a gross and inexcusable blunder
before Sfax. They are bombarding the town with-
out having an adequate force available for occu-
pying it. All the troops they have there con-
sist of 600 men, with two pieces of artiilery, and
they dare not land the Tunisian troops, who may
refuse to £ght against their co-religionists. The
officer commanding the troops off Sfax himself
deelared that he had not a sufficient {orce to effect
a landing,. The bombardment may, therefore,
lead to the destruction of Xuropsan property
hy the Arabs. The insurrection hag assumed such
large proportions that unless put down with a
strong hand the consequences all over the Regenay
may be very serious. The mere occupation of
Sfax will have no effect on the insurgents.

1 have just had the opportunity of inspecting
the papers relerring to the sale of the property
about which I telegraphed yesterday, There is no
doubt that the contract for the sale had been con-
cluded, but wag afterwards cancelled, owing to the
mterierence of the French authorities, who de-
clared to the purchaser that the sa'e would only
bo valid if appro-. od of by the French Ministry of
Foreign Affairs,

A French ironclad from Greece, La Galisson=
nitre, has just arrived off Goletta.



Telegraphic communication with the coast
1s again rTestored, but no reliablo news
has TDeen recelved at any of the coast
cowna. From Sfax it is reported that the
bombarding continues, but the landing of troops
has wot yet been effected. This aifternocon some
Frenca troops will be embarked at Goletta for
Sfax. The only person who can identify the
Maltese who made a threatening gesture at tha
officer who was shot at Blaonouba is & French
soldier who has left for France. Yt appears
strange that the only witness by whose evidence
it is hoped to trace the murderer should have been
allowed to leave the country. -

An official telegram from DMehdia announces
that a French steamer has left Slax for Tunis ana
*hat ghe bringa back the 1,500 Tunisisn troope that
had previously been conveyed there. The authori-
ties did not land them, as it was clesr that they
would not fight againet the Arabs, but this was
evident to every one before they had left for Sfax.

Up to last night the insurgents had not sur-
rendered, and the French troops off Sfax were in-
sufficient to effect a landing. The forts had been
dismantled, and the Arab portion of the town par-
tially destroyed. Some damage was also doneto the
Huropean buildings.

fA portion of the above aipsared in part of our First and
; in sur Second Edition of yesterday,]
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MEHDIA, Jory 10,

The town is now quiet, but the insurgent tribes
ore within 16 miles of Mehdia, and a rising is
imminent in several villages at a short distance
feom here. The Arabsare watching the movement
at Sfax with great interest, and a rising may take
place oll along the coast. The inmsurgents are
elated by the continuned successfnl resistance,

PARIS, Jovy 11.

General Logerot arrived to-day at Goletta, to
take the command of all the troops in Tunis. The
vessel which arrived there yesterday from Sfax
states that the Arabs had erected intrenchments
on the beach with banks of sand, behind which
several gons of heavy calibre attempted to answer
the Krench fire, but thess intrenchments had
been knocked to pieces, and the guns dismounted.
According to the Tunis correspondent of the
Temps, the insnrgents at and around Sfax number
156,000, They are not discouraged, and restore at
night what the French destroy in the daytime,
whereas the French onght to employ the electrio
light, and keep up the bombardment all night,
On the insurgents replying to the French fire,
the Tunisian soldiers who had been conveyed by
the French to repress the imsurrection uttered
shouts of joy and encouraged the insurgents,
“It would be imprudent to lsnd them : their
presence is an encumbrance, and the best thing
would be fo serd them back to Tunis, shooting a
few of them for an example. It is impossible to
reckon on these fanatics as soldiers. Romark that
it is we who are feeding them, and that they have
nover been so well frested.”” On Friday the
French, though not very numerous, attempted
a landing, but had to abandon it in view of crowds
of Arabs collected from =2ll directions, The Arabs
have had a large mumber killed, whereas not n
Frenchman has been shot, though the Arabs have
kept up a steady fire. A Monastir telegram
mentions that the Tunisian troops had been taken
back to Goletta,

The French Flest has left Toulon for Sfax,
whence it will proceed to Gabes and remain there
till tranquility is restored,




