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The seventh Parliamentary Paper on the affairs
of Tunis, to which we called attention last week,
has been followed with commendable speed by a
paper of Correspondence on the Affairs of Tripoli,
extending from July 4 to July 26. It may bo said
at once that this correspondence is eminently
ereditable both to the firmness of Lorp GranviLLy
and to the good senso of the French Government,
There can be no question that the latest eventsin
the Regency of Tunis have been such s to canse
alarm lest the sphere of French operations should
ke extended ; for Gabes, which has just been
occupied by the Fremch troops, is dangerously
near the frontier of Tripoli, and Sfax, the sceno of
the recent sanguinary struggle, is not many miles
further off. The fear has been that France might,
either by way of anticipating danger or led on by
the logic of events, cross the fromtier of Tripoli,
and so find hersslf perforce involved in hostilities
with the Turkish Empire. It is this danger thas
has been percsived by Lorp Granviine, whose
lapguage on the subject has both been ex-
plicit iteelf and bes provoked very clear ex-
pressions on the part of the Fremch Foreign
Minister. That our Foreign Office declared
its policy mot a moment too scom is quite clear
from the correspondence. Thers is evidence that
g0 recently as the 4th of July M. Sr. Hinarpr was
taking up an sttitude towards Turkey which might
.easily have become one of pronounced hestility ;
and even since that date the angry articles in some
influentiasl Parisian journals have shown that
 Trench opinion was becoming inflamed against the
. Power which it accused of intrigning againss
| France in Africa. By adopting 2 clear and definite
line Lorp GRANVIILE nppenrs to have completely
‘averted all danger of & rupture between France
and Turkey. As this correspondence shows, he has |
been equally firm in warning France against an in-
vasion of Tripoli and in warning the Pomiz
against any action which could give France an
excuse for such s proceeding, France has been
told, in words which admit of no mistake, that
England cannot permit any interferonce with |
Tripoli ; and Turkey has been told, in similar lan- |
guage, that she must be extremoly prudent in the
essertion of even her acknowledved rights, lest her
motives should be misunderstood,and her measures

for the preservation of order should lead to & worse
outbreak of disorder.




The most important of Lopp Grawvirir's de-
spatches bears the date of July 16, and is addressed
to Lozo Livoxs, onr Ambassador in Paris. The de-
cleration of policy which it contains is in these
words :—*“ I have now to state to your Excellency
“ that, in view of the unquestioned incorporation
‘4 of Tripoli in the Turkish Empire, as well as its
“ proximity to Egypt, Her Masesry’s Govern-
‘ ment could not regard interference, of whatever
“ description, onthe part of the French Government
“in that provinee in the same manner a3 they
‘¢ viewed the recent oceurrences in Tunis,” M. 8z
Hicarng is reminded of u conversation of his with
Loznp Liyons last January, in which he said, ¢ If
¢ Franea were -in possession of Tunis, she would
‘s then have difficulties with Italy abont Tripoli 3
to which Lokp Lvoxs answered, what the French
Minister did -not dispute, ¢ She would alss have
¢ got & great desl too near Egypt.” Whether
France is now *“1in possession’ of Tunis or
not is a guestion of political casuisiry which M.
Sr. Hinarer would probably answer differ-
ently from ourselves ; but the dangers which
it was admitted would socompany that possession
are now Tully realized. Tomp Granviiis's lan-
guage has exiracted a corresponding declaration
trom M. Sz, Hiraine which leaves nothing to be
desired. The * buffer  theory with regard teo
Tanis, which was adopted by him last ‘January, is
' te-nffirmed ; France, the Minister declares, only
. wishes to see Tunis “a well-governed, well-
‘tordored, and prosperous country,” a saafe
and uveeful neighbour to Algeria, anmd stand-
ing between French territory nnd the less
civilized Mussulman countrios to the East, Into
those countries France has no wish to enter. She
regards Tripoli as “ indisputably a part of the
“ Ottoman Empire,” and * has no intention either
““ of invading or of attempting to establish an
‘¢ exclusive or predominant influence in it.” Still




more precise is the assurance that follows, of
which, with the emphatic repetition of it in & later
despateh, England will take note. *¢The Ports
‘bas been assured,” says M. Sz Hivaisg,
““that if, contrary o their hopes and wishes,
‘““the Fremch Government is driven to take
“ military messures, they will take messures
““of # defensive character onmly, and will not
“‘ cross the frontier of Tripoli.” The same nssu-
rances are repeated by M. S, Himame in a de-
spatch to CouTe »'Aurav, the French Chargd
d’Affaires to whom he declares in addition that
France would never attempt the shsurdity of ex-
tending her power over a desert extending for
soms 17 or 18 degrees of longitude. We are dis-
posed o pay moreattention to deliberate, emphatic,
snd unmistakable pledges as.to the movement of
troops than to arguments as to what France might
or might nob reasonably do. Recent events have
shown that the old aggrossive apirit, the old fond-
i ness for military adventures whether remunera-
tive or not, is slmost as strong as ever it was in
the Kronch people, and we do not donbt that if
they thought it would conduce to the glory of
Franco to annex 17 degrees offdesert they would
be quite willing to do it. But when & Foreign
Secretary has stated in black and white, and has,
when pressed, repeated the statement ““with much
* pmphasis,’” that  under no circumstances will
“ the French soldiers cross the Tripolitan fron-
¢ tier,” even thoso whom Tunisian precedent has
made sceptical are forced to believe him,




Hardly lessimportant than Lorp GRARVIILE Scom-
munications with France arehis despatohes o Torp
Durreriw at Constantinople. It is natural, though
16 is not for s Minister to make the admission,
that Turkish sympathies should have been strongly
excited by the events in Tunis, What the attitude
of official Turkey has been is woll known ; it has
protested at every point, on the ground of wrong
done to the Sultan’s asoversignty, and it has
sent troops to Tripoli in the name of order
Moreover, Turkey is accused, and the chargs
i3 repeated in tore than one of these
despatches, of having sent emissaries among
the Arsb t{ribes to stir them up to revolt.
It cannot be said that the accusstion is without
probability, though it doea not seem to be proved.
Torkey has been too much crippled by her ex-
periences of the last five years to attempt
to stand ap apgainst France ; but that she shonld
look on with indifference while & guasi-vassal state
was being absorbed by 2 foreign and non-Mussul-
man Power was not to be expected. The
despateh of two Turkish regimenta to Tripoli,
which followed immediately wuwpon the French
Consal’s assumption of & protectorate over
Tunisian suobjects in that Regenoy, was evi-
dently an act that might bear a double in-
terpretation. The PorTk declares that it was done
for tho purposs of assisting the Pasma of Tripolito
keep order among his exeited tribes ; the French
agsert thab it was a direct enconragement to the
Asbs of the Tunisian border to revolt. T.omp
Gzanviziz's despateh of Tuesdsy last strongly
warns the Torkish Government that the latter
is the view which is most likely to prevail
not only among the French, but among the
Arabs, and that, consequently, it is important that
Turkey should act with the greatest cantion in ro-
gard to Tripoli and North Africagenerally,soasnot
to give cause of complaint to the French Govern-
ment. The ForeraN BSecrETssY has notified to
France that Tripoli must be held to stand ina
different position from Tunis; France has admlitted
it, and has recognized the outhority of the
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BurTaN as indisputable in  that country.
This, however, only increasss the responsibility
of the Sviraw, snd makes it all the more im-
perative that he should do nothing and allow
nothing that might imperil order either in Tripoli
or across the frontier. Open or secret hostility to
France on ths part of Turkish troops or agonts in
Africa can only tend to embitter the situation, and
to make it difficalt for the French Government to
adhbers to their pledge thet they will not cross the
Tripolitan border. Lomp Gaswnviriz makes it
perfactly clear to the Pomre that it must take
the whole responsibility of the position : and that
while our policy is to preserve the status quo in
Tripoli, we cannot guasrantee the Turks against the
consequcness of any imprudence into whish the
may allow themselves to beled. 'The whole corre-
spondence,however,leads to thebelief that both the
French and Turkish Governmentswill recogmize the
necessity of stopping at the point at which eventq
have mow orrived. If not, the people of this
country mayrest in the assurance that the Govern-
ment have taken a definite line and will pErsavere
in it
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