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THE CAPTURE OF [SFAXN

THE capture of [Sfa%] took place on July 16th. The fleet had
bombarded the town heavily throughout the previous day, and early
in the morning began a most tremendous cannonade, under cover of
which the French troops landed in small steam launches, Batteries
had been constructed by the Arabs on the shore in order to
cannonade any landing parties, but the fire from the ships had
placed them completely %ors de combat. One of our sketches shows the
actual landing, when about 300 soldiers, jumping out of boats,
crept along the beach, and occupied the attention of the Arabs,
while 2 strong detachment was sent round to the right of the town,
where a gate was blown in, and an entry effected. _The rear of the
fort being badly guarded, it was easily taken. Both Arabs and
French fought exceedingly well, the former maintained a brisk fire
from a blazing battery, while a few of the latter crept up
close to the walls, where the Arabs could not aim at them vgnthout
exposing themselves to the withering fire of the guns in the
boats. Notwithstanding that an entry was effected by the troops
the Arabs maintained a most determined resistance in the town,
retreating literally house by house until the night of Sunday, July 17,
when the French gained complete possession of the town.

We have already illustrated and described the bombardment of
Sfax from the sea, and the present sketch needs no fusther explana-
tion save that the black marks on the fortifications show where the
shots have taken effect, The gunboats fired at 2 distance of one
and a quarter miles from the shore, and the larger ships at a
distance of two miles.
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THE FRENCH TROOPS STORMING THE TOWN; JULY 16






