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TUNIS, PAST AND PRESENT

by A. M. Broadley
CHAPTER XXV.

A REVOLT IN THE CITY OF CUCUMBERS.

IN the middle of June M. Roustan was at Tunis busily erdyagadvancing the interests of his friends
and assuring M. Barthelemy Saint-Hilaire that “perfeahquillity everywhere prevailed” and that the
prospects wereouleur de rosas regards the future. Mustapha was in Paris paving theoway t
Grand Cordonby profuse assurances of friendship, and the Presidéime &fepublic was as pleased
with his diamondahad,as the Minister of Foreign Affairs was with his diamdmichdn.One incident
alone troubled the mind of the young Premier, and thatleasbstinate refusal of M. Gambetta to
enter in any shape the exalted ranks of Tunisian chivdoteven the venerable emblem of the
Hassanite family in brilliants could tempt the greap&dican leader to bedeck himself with a
Tunisian trophy.

Just as the proprietors of the Grand Hotel were gettingeadat weary of their Oriental guests,
and just as M. Saint-Hilaire was furthering “the migasid civilisation” by making Mustapha, the ex-
barber's apprentice, the colleague of half the sovesa§Europe in the highest rank of the Legion of
Honour, and was rewarding General Musalli for his congrlag towards France and her Minister
Resident by the cross of a Knight Commander, the Tuniable burst in a moment, and Europe
learned that French domination in Tunis meant the pegseof the ground her soldiers stood on —
and nothing more.

| am now going to tell the history of the nationaingsin Southern Tunis, according to the journal
kept by an eye-witness, Mr. William Galea, who holdsgbst of British Vice-Consul at Susa, but
who happened to be at Sfax during the outbreak, and playegpartant part in the events of which
he speaks. Mr. Galea begins his diary on the 23d June 188Jamatccount of his journey by land
from Susa to Sfax.

“On Saturday the 18th June | started by carriage to trawefjdhe coast as far as Sfax (‘the City
of Cucumbers”). When between Susa and the Roman amgtihélef El Djem | sat down under an
olive-tree while my horses were resting. In a few misatieout thirty Arabs of the Mitelit tribe,
accompanied by two Sheikhs, gathered round me. They firded/#o know to what nation |
belonged, and when I told them, their spokesman answasetEnglishmen were friends of the
Arabs’ and began to talk unreservedly of their feeligugd intentions. ‘We are all ready to fight
against the French’ he said, ‘though we know quite well #ieymore powerful than we are; but at
any rate we shall die gloriously and enter Paradise!atided that a deputation from the Hamama,
Zlass, and Neffet tribes had already asked their (tibelitd’) co-operation in case the French troops
should enter Kairwan or interfere with that portiortlsd country. They said also that they had secured
the cordial support of the Mourabats (Almoravides) at Kairwand would all take the field as soon as
they fixed on a competent leader. One of the Sheikimiomed that Ali Ben Hlifa (Caid of Neffet)
had already declared himself on the side of the Arafsk{lzat the Bey had sent a commission, or
sengiakto each clan, consisting of ten irregular soldiers uad&rgeant-major, to ascertain their
intentions. As the persons forming these commissiodsuwlrtedly sympathise with the Arabs, they
will as a matter of course echo the hackneyed phhagettanquillity reigns everywhere,” and conceal
what is really going on, if they do not actually promibte

“After leaving El Djem | was surprised to see a Miteticampment of 300 tents close to the road.
This unprecedented fact convinced me of the growing restiessihéhe Arabs, When | got to Sfax |



found telegrams from my correspondents informing meeg#neral alarm felt at all points on the
coast, and patrticularly at the menacing attitude nownasgiby the most turbulent tribes in the
vicinity of the Tripolitan frontier. In some placdsappeared that the Arabs had already lost their
respect for the Bey, and were determined in any cassséstdheir independence. All my esparto
depdotswere threatened, and the Arabs pretend they can namyiyrice they like for the grass. So
certain | am of a coming disaster that | am chargeas many ships as possible to save all the fibre |
can. One of my ships at Gabes was in imminent dangeiiraf beed at, under the mistaken notion
that she was bringing French soldiers. The Bey hasasgroclamation to be read at Gabes, and one of
my employers was present when this was done. As sabie &ib-Governor had finished reading it,
all the people shouted out with one voice, ‘We will knoathing more of the Bey, for he has become
a Christian; cursed be the Bey and his fathers, and émelirand their fathers! Nevertheless he wrote
to Tunis the same evening that peace prevailed. The telewrifdhres has been cut, the poles have
been burned, and the wire taken, under the mistaken ingoréhat it can be used to make bullets of.
Nobody would accompany the surveyor to mend it, so hedmag to Sfax with his family. Under
pressure, even the peaceful villagers of Mahres haveatpdight for the common cause. The
Hamama have already attacked the Algerian Arabs anedaff a quantity of their camels and

cattle.

“June 24th—This morning | learn that the revolution is determined upgdirBen Hlifa has been
elected the leader of the Arabs, but nobody knows #dig thus from fear or of his own free will. It is
impossible to tell in what direction, the Arabs will makeir first move, but they will certainly march
on Sfax, Gabes, or Kairwan. There can be no doubthbapparent calm is wholly deceptive, and
that before long we shall be in the midst of massaad bloodshed. The recent slight shocks of an
earthquake which have been felt seem to confirm thesfaalbo their notions of French influence, and
they are said to have been produced by the incantatidvis ®itard, M. Roustan's Consular Agent at
Gabes, who is commonly reputed to be a wizard. This everue) alarm was occasioned by
Giannino Mattel, the French Vice-Consul, sending alfdmsily on board the Bey's ship in the
roadstead.”

| leave Mr. Galea's journal for a moment to describddivm of Sfax, which is the most im-
portant seat of commerce on the Tunisian coast. Stt@atidne north-eastern extremity of the gulf
once known as the Syrtis Minor, “the City of Cucumbé&duilt on a plain almost imperceptibly
sloping towards the sea, and is surrounded by a narrowotsa®d beyond which is a second zone of
fertile land containing an almost countless number afeyas and groves. Sfax, unlike Susa and other
places on the coast, is divided into two distinct quarters,inhabited by the Moslems, and the other
by Christians and Jews. The one is wholly, and thergkpartially, protected by the usual crenellated
battlement flanked by towers. The native town possdssegates, one leading to the open country,
and the other opening directly into the Europamourg,at the extremity of which are the batteries
and a landing-place. Ships of any burden lie about two rindesthe shore, close to which a
picturesque flotilla of fishing boats is generally ancldarethe shallow sea, “Water often fails in Sfax,
and two enormous cisterns, maintained by the public chariialsies and constructed a little to the
north of the town, protect it from the dangers of droughte mosques, eight sanctuaries, a college,
and several schools are to be found in the Arab quafterwis formerly the starting-point and
destination of one of the caravans travelling to and f@@mntral Africa, but this business came to an
end with the slave-markets, and its inland commercevisaxclusively confined to the date-
producing district and the city of Gafsa, The import axubet trade of Sfax has of late years greatly
increased, and it is chiefly in the hands of Britishahants. At the time when the events of which |
am writing occurred, the traffic in the paper-making filseemmonly known abalfa, or esparto grass,
seemed to hold out the prospect of an important futur8féot; but quite apart from this particular
commodity, it receives large quantities of cloth, cotjoods, cutlery, iron, and plarkgving in
return oil, almond, pistaccio nuts, sponges, and wool.



The town and neighbourhood are singularly devoid of allaological interest. Antiquities there
are none, save and except a defaced cross of the Maligseover a fountain. The religious
buildings are mean, and only two of the mosques haverafigrets. In the twelfth century Sfax was
retaken by the Arabs from the Sicilians, who had conguierender Roger the Norman, and four
hundred years later it was occupied for a short timédéyspaniards. The population amounts to about
15,000 souls, of which 12,000 are Arabs, 1500 Tunisian Jews, 1000 éJalbes500 distributed
amongst other European nationalities. Fewer MoorsapstHive in Sfax than in any other Tunisian
seaport, and it is this predominance of Arab blood thaiwads for the proverbially militant dis-
position of its Moslem inhabitants, where and whendwey believe their creed to be in danger.

This, then, was the place where Mr. Galea was wrhis diary and shipping his esparto grass in
June 1881, and so intelligently foresaw the events whick s@wn to occur.

On the evening of the 24th June Mr. Galea writes: — ‘felselwe are in a very serious position
here. The French appear to imagine they have attdwe@dobject, and gone away triumphantly,
leaving the Arabs peaceful and contented. The fire, hawisveertainly smouldering under the
surface. | cannot really blame the Arabs, when thkyrashow we should like to see our country
taken by aliens without striking a blow to defend it? The damrt(sangidk)sent by the Government
to the Mehedeba tribe has just returned. As soon aottiers arrived at the camping-ground the
Sheikhs said that ‘the Bey of Tunis was dead to theah'adirer giving them a meal, ordered them to
return from whence they came. Two other similar cagsimns have been turned back by fractions of
the Mitelit clan.

"June25th.—To-day the Governor of Sfax, Caid Hasouna Jelluli,rsomed a meeting of the
townsfolk, in which he told them that they must be prepdo defend both their own quarter and that
of the Europeans against any invasion of the Amatserving that this had nothing to do with the
French, who were to have no voice concerning Sfax, taatche would bring 200 Tunisian soldiers if
they wished it. The citizens assured him that as lortgeaBrench kept away they would undertake the
defence of the whole place.”

“June 26th—Matters do not seem to be mending. One of the Zlasls @arested a Sheikh for
using seditious language, whereupon the prisoner's raatitacked the guards, using firearms. Two
men were Killed, and as soon as the Sheikh was fdmkre and his party joined the insurgents, to use
the term employed by the French to designate those &unsigiho fight for their country. Both the
Zlass and Mitelit tribes are, together with the Neftgadually approaching Sfax. | hear that our
esparto yard it Grin has been plundered. Another dB#ys deputations has fared very badly. It was
sent to Gabes to see that the broken telegraph was dydndehe villagers of Shinni gave them a
sound beating and told them to go back to the Bey. To-deyaleBeylical decrees arrived for the
principal tribes and one for Sfax, to be read publiclyt the Bey said the French troops were leaving
his territory, that the Khamir affair was amicablytkeel, and enjoined the Sfaxians to pay the taxes
peaceably., under pain of severe punishment.

“June27th—TheFrench gunboat ‘Chacal arrived this morning, and tinencander landed to pay
a visit to Caid Jelluli. All the Gabes Jews have mmme here, and say that numbers of Arab
horsemen have arrived there, and that the Bash KMadtrecommended a general union to attack the
French. It is rumoured that Tunisian forces are coinimg ba board a French frigate, under the
Bashhamba (General in command of the Bey's irregulapsipaho has been appointed Caid of the
Mitelit.

“June28th—In the morning everything appeared as quiet as usual. | redehedparto yard about
eighta.m. After | had been there for a few minutes my servanteceunning from the town, saying

that a revolution had broken out. As he was speakimgetd noticed crowds of Arabs., armed with
every conceivable kind of weapon, hurrying down to the sedsidd_eonardi had just telegraphed

the turn things had taken to Mr. Roade at Tunis, when ites were cut near where | was standing. In
spite of all my efforts, the Arabs who were working fiee decampedn masse-some to join the



insurgents, others to look after their families. To addhéostcene of confusion, the Arab women came
on to the housetops and walls of the native town, makiagvell-known trilling, bird-like sound (in
Arabic calledsahrit),to encourage their husbands, sons, and brothers in the @everal Hamama
tribesmen who were delivering esparto grass in the yardffaleaving both merchandise and money,
crying out, ‘Let us fight the French, and gain heaven't then all the Consular flags were hoisted,
but the French colours were again lowered almost imatedgti We gave the key of the safe to our
head Arab watchman, and collecting the books of the*fiffhMessrs. Perry,, Bury, & Co, of
Liverpool.] and accompanied by my faithful workmen as a bodygdjumade for the boats. Our men
kept shouting ouingliz, Ingliz(Englishmen), and this was a talisman for us till wedgatn to the
water's edge. Here an Arab rode at us with a drawn swotdome of his co-religionists kept him
back, declaring we wemeal Englishmerand should not be touched. At last we reached a boat, and
got her off through the mud, for it was low water. Ak tBuropeans were now busy putting their
families on board the various small craft available;dn one of theChacal’s’ boats approaching the
jetty ten shots were fired at her. It was only thi#eaxe prudence of the officer in not returning this
fire, which prevented a general massacre of the fugitwéstians not yet embarked.

“Meanwhile Giannino, the French Vice-Consul, had redd¢he ‘Chacal’ but he had been wounded in
the arm during his flight. We went to the ‘Genoesetiigh steamer, upon which our esparto grass
was then being loaded. Later in the afternoon a boat edongside full of fugitives. | then learned
that the French tricolor had been removed by the mbb,also cut down the flagstaff, and that
several of the more respectable inhabitants had exteeatselves to facilitate the departure of the
Europeans. Alfred Solal, the Swedish Vice-Consul, aadiother were both wounded. Mr. Leonardi,
the English Consul, had used every exertion to maiot@iar amongst the Maltese at this trying
moment. When the excitement of the stampede hadesslitbsided, | began to inquire into the
immediate causes of the sudden outbreak. It now appeatetienGovernor Jelluli had spread the
report that the Bey's troops were coming, and as the 8&ga@nsidered the French and the Bey one
and the same thing, they cried out, ‘A holy war Inrthene of God!" and that they would allow none
of the Tunisian soldiers to land. On seeing that altrobnf the mob was becoming impossible, the
chief citizens warned the European colonists that ittiwaes to be off. At the request of the captain of
the ‘Chacal’ | sent off th&5enoese’ to Susa with despatches and telegrams, stdtatghad
happened, and we sought another asylum on board the Bayisestthe ‘Beshir’ that had arrived at
Sfax two years ago, and becoming unseaworthy was obligeéalytthere. All the ships lying off the
town were so crowded that there was barely standing,randithe discomfort may be well imagined.
After a more careful inquiry the foolish or knavish daat of Jelluli became apparent. On the 27th it
had already oozed out that the Bashhamba was comingviier€unisian troops. As soon as this was
known the principal townsfolk took counsel with the Bintiaser Colonel of artillery in charge of the
forts, and they all agreed that this was a trick ofBag to get the batteries out of the hands of the
Bimbashi into those of the Bashhamba. Resistance waedmtely agreed upon, but Jelluli either
knew nothing, or acted as if he was in total ignoraneehatt was going on. The next morning (the
28th) the Governor called the chief citizens to his homgea mob of the common people was also
allowed to be present. Jelluli * [* Since made an offigktlie Legion of Honour as a pendent to
Mustapha's Grand Cordon and Musalh's Knight Commandership bégam reading in an almost
ironical tone, ammraor decree of the Bey, stating that fifty artillerynmamd a Bashhamba were being
sent ‘to look after the forts.” He must certainly @&nown how such an announcement would be re-
ceived. The Sfaxians all answered that their old Bimbasifhamed Shareef,[+ Now a Major or
Colonel In the Imperial Ottoman army.] was quite dbldefend the city, that they would not allow
any troops to land and that they would resist any suchurestit death. They ran out into the street
in a body calling out, ‘A holy war, a holy war!” andizag on all the arms they came across, rushed
down to the jetty and seabeach. To make matters woessengers had been sent the previous
evening to invite the Arabs of the interior to come to



Sfax; and as we were embarking, we saw them arriving, islgobrandishing their weapons, and
making all the disturbance they could. The revolutiohmwaw spread like wild-fire.

“June 29th—We have passed an anxious night on the ‘Bestir’ althougbfticers did what they
could to make us comfortable, but now both water and proxdiegin to run short. Several Arab
servants we sent to procure them came back wounded,eaMhittese who went themselves did not
fare better. Even the Moors who tried to protect any pesia were themselves at once severely
handled. A Maltese boy was literally riddled with letdl and his remains afterwards kicked about the
streets. At noon the ‘Mustapha’, a French mail steaarered in the roads, having placed on board a
French frigate she men routeher freight of Tunisian soldiers. She is already oveuded with
passengers for Tunis, Mr. Leonardi has gone to the Fiesatiad which has just arrived, to ask the
commander to serve out provisions and water to the si&deBritish subjects. Mr. Leonardi is
behaving nobly, not only rendering every assistance to thieviesyibut going on shore to try and
supply their wants, when each journey becomes morenand dangerous both to life and limb. With
glasses we can distinguish the clouds of dust raisedbggrof mounted Arabs entering the town.

“June 30th—In the night a great meeting of Sfaxians and tribesmanheld. Jelluli was dis-
missed, the Beylical authority declared at an end, anoblhed Shareef Bimbashi, named Bey and
Commander-in-chief. It was stipulated that no more prorgsbr water were to be furnished to the
fugitives, and that no Christian was to be allowed mol lander pain of death. We can see the people
moving the cannon on the batteries, it is supposed unddiréation of the Bimbashi, and making
walls and barricades of all my iron-bound bales of gepgrass. A revolt has now broken out at
Mahres, but Gabes is quiet as yet. The Bimbashi has sudakadyne more conciliatory, or is trying
to lay a trap for us: this morning (nimem.) he sent messengers to say that we might all go oe shor
and buy provisions. In fact, a boat came off to selatd and a small quantity of water. A green flag
has now been hoisted on the Marina battery, but alhational flags are still flying just as we left
them in the hurry of departure. Later on, the S.Snddoia’ arrived with 1000 Tunisian soldiers, and
at two o'clockr.Mm. a boat went on shore carrying decrees of the Bey a@dréssh to Jelluli and the
ecclesiastical authorities, asking the people to re¢bevéroops in a cordial manner. ‘Yes,” answered
the ex-Bimbashi, ‘we will give them a warm welcomesth gunshot. The officer was ordered to
leave the place at once, and there are reportdehali himself is a refugee in a sanctuary, as a party
is desirous of holding him as a hostage to be killed as @a®@@ny attack commences. At seren
the ‘Manoubia’ in uncertainty as to the intentions aférew of malcontent Tunisian soldiers, steamed
out to anchor under the guns of the ‘Alma,’” a French tieigehich had opportunely arrived during the
crisis. The fugitives on board the ‘Chacal’ have beansferred to the ‘Alma’ and the former boat has
left for Susa with despatches. The Bimbashi's authoritguws complete, the green standard of the
Prophet has been solemnly sainted, he is greeted eveegywhb cries of ‘May God grant you
victory!” and has distributed flint-lock guns and ammunit@onongst the people. We are much
surprised at the French leaving us all wholly unprotectedse of a night attack, but we
extemporised a signal with a red lamp, and later the-Cionsul Giannino brought us some rockets.
All this was very well, but if we had been assailed byArebs, we should have been killed or taken
prisoners before any assistance could have reachedywsyavit at Zarat has escaped from that place
on a barque and joined me. He says that a great meétiiiges has just taken place at the Matmata
mountain, twenty-five miles south of Gabes, and thatQuerghama, Ouerdna, Hemerna, Aleia,
Hzim, Hoiea, and Beni Zid, have unanimously agreed to foraray and march up the coast, to
either attack the towns, or force the inhabitants tkent@mmon cause with them against the invaders.
Gabes will be first occupied, and then Sfax and Kairw&regards Sfax, the revolution cannot
certainly be made more complete than it is alreadsziZés in the hands of the Arabs, and although
Jerba is quiet as yet, it appears that the Ouerghanmseondered the Accara (sponge-fishers) of Zerzis
to prepare boats that they might land in Jerba andypiita



“July 1st,1881.—To-day the Birabashi sent off messengers to saylitbar douses were
carefully guarded and to ask if we required anything from tiAdrut noon the ex-Governor, Sy
Hassuna Jelluli, came on board accompanied by his neguiwlerks, and said the insurgents had at
last decided to allow him to withdraw in safety. He s&gsNeffet tribe will reach the neighbourhood
of Sfax to-morrow. Messengers again came in therefter to press us to return on shore, and assur-
ing us that the quarrel of the Arabs was with the Beythadrrench, and no one else. For prudential
reasons the invitation was not accepted. The encaniprokthe revolted tribes now line the coast on
either side of the town. Towards evening the variouswanagents were called on board the ‘Alma’
and it transpired that a night attack on the Bey's twasshipon which we had taken refuge, was
meditated. The ‘Beshir’ and the ‘Asauere therefore taken in tow, and placed close torityaté.

“July 2d—Ali Ben Hlifa arrived to-day with 200 horsemen. A numbetlef refugees left us
having obtained a passage on board the ‘ltalia’ for MBMtaGabes agent joined me this afternoon,
being the last European to quit the place, but he hasdiiiged to leave all the property of our firm
in the hands of the rebels, who, when he left, watking out jihad, jihad, and threatening to kill any
Frenchman who landed, M. Sicard, the supposed originatbe @arthquakes, had a very narrow
escape indeed.

“July 3d—The Arabs have now formed a regiN&djlis, or tribunal of forty members, who are
charged with the administration of justice and the neai@hce of good order amongst the inhabitants
in Sfax. | hear that the townspeople have sent tng&s and children to the most distant gardens, as
they believe that the town will be destroyed in thevitable bombardment, but nevertheless they are
determined to fight to the last. Ali Ben Hlifa is nogcognised as the leader of the revolted tribes.
The Tunisian soldiers on the ‘Manoubia’ have almost opevglted, and say they will not let the
Sfaxians fight for their country alone. Many have p&u into the sea and tried to swim the four miles
which intervene between the ships and the shore.eWeee picked up by Moorish boats and safely
landed. In the afternoon Jelluli sent a messengdet8imbashi, to urge on him to submit to the Bey,
telling him that the Tunisian troops would otherwise be landed,inviting him to hoist a white flag
on theKasbain token of an affirmative answer. After sunset H.Bs\hips ‘Monarch’ and ‘Condor’
anchored in the roads, to the intense relief of thiteda refugees.

“July 4th.—Early in the morning several Tunisian soldiers wereaeteswimming towards the
shore, and a little later 100 of them were to our disnt@gep on board the already-overcrowded
Bey's steamers. Their mutinous spirit is so apparentidatre almost more afraid of them than of the
Arabs in the town. Captain Tryon, C.R, of the ‘Maatd has humanely ordered the distribution of
water and provisions to the needy of all nations amongdugitives. Moorish boats with eatables for
sale hovered round the ships for a great part of the day.

“July 5th.—Ali Ben Hlifa yesterday sent messengers to all thesttowns explaining the action he
had taken, and asking for aid. The Arabs are working hadlith, and other defences and the
Council of Forty condemns people to death for the snadlésnces against person or property. It has
been arranged that if an attack takes place, Muhamed Kim&rftoNow a fugitive at Malta.] will be
president of the tribunal. All the carpenters in thert are employed in making carriages for the
cannon, and relays of workmen are engaged in erectingieaoke across the front of the town. The
Mitelit, Neffet, Zlass, Hamama, and Ouerghama tribes eotirely surround the place, and other
clans and fractions of clans have promised to join tlaeah,are not far off. The chiefs exhibit letters
promising not only the aid of the Tripoli tribdsyt 0of10,000Turkish troopsA fearful responsibility
rests on the authors of such communications., foetistence of which | can vouch. There is some-
thing to admire in the order preserved by the Sfaxiang)watinthey are now in the wild excitement of
a religious war; notwithstanding that the agents effimancial Commission have abandoned entirely
the collection of all local and custom-house dues,dhspeople have actually continued to enforce
their payment, and have appointed suitable persons tbateao injustice is committed in this respect.
A large French troop-ship arrived to-day, with soldierdoard, and another French gunboat—the



‘Pique.’ The ‘Chacal’ and the boat just arrived are apghivgy the shore, and the storm of a
bombardment is now about to burst on the devoted lafable brave but ignorant defenders of the
City of Cucumbers.
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CHAPTER XXVI.
(p23)

THE SHELLING OF SFAX.

MY readers must suppose Mr. Galea watching anxiously the oparafithe French from the deck of
the ‘Beshir,” and recording what took place in the joutoaihich | now return.

“July 5th, 1881, 4,1>.Mm.—The ‘Chacal’ first began to bombard the town frodhistance of
about 2000 yards from the jetty, and the ‘Pique’ commended fin hour later. The Bimbashi is
replying gallantly enough, but all his shot are falling sh®hells are being chiefly directed against the
forts between the Europeéaubourgand the shore. At last a shot from the town actualspd
between the masts of the ‘Pique’ and shortly afterwhadis ships withdrew to the outer anchorage.
As far as | can see, the shore battery is neasipalntled and the pier much damaged. At Captain
Tryon's suggestion a large number of the fugitives are ledoingalta in the S.S. ‘Peninsulaire’ for
there is literally nothing more for them to live on heflghe French fired fifty-four shots and the
Tunisians seventeen this evening.

“July 6th—At daybreak the ‘Alma’ and the ‘Reine Blanche’ (whiclllaso arrived) got as

close to the shore as they could, and at A.5began throwing shells to the west of the Arab

town from a distance of two miles The town madeeqy, and firing ceased ata®. At noon all
four ships joined in the bombardment and a brisk fire aeaginued for three hours. Only six shots
(all falling short) were fired from the batteries, wiite gunboats endeavoured to silence. Although
141 shells were thrown into the place, é@meeintdacing the sea does not seem to be visibly damaged.
About 4.30r.Mm., the ‘Leopard’ arrived and joined the other gunboats aterianchorage.

“July 7th.—A desultory fire was maintained in the morning, and therieg to the buildings can
be seen clearly enough through a telescope. Later me sieam-launches with marines on board
approached the shore, but they were at once firedrattfie forts and were obliged to retire. The
ships then recommenced the bombardment, and whemitdyigk the launches once more went close
to the town, but being received with volleys of musketygin withdrew. It turns out that very few
French troops are really here, and there can be no tlailihe assault is being carried on in the most
unsatisfactory manner. The failures to effect a landiiignat only encourage the Sfaxian Arabs, but
those in the other coast towns, where the proceediedsearg most anxiously watched with a view to
decide on the position to be assumed.

“July 8th—The French are again reconnoitring near the shoren Enge to time a shot is fired,
and the townspeople answer at intervals, but in an apgyahopeless manner.

“July 9th—Sfax is one of the few places In the Mediterranghare the tide ebbs and flows.
When the tide was full shortly after midnight, somaltdse, on behalf of the French, went close to the
shore and cut out and brought away some boats suitahledan landing the troops. Although the
watch-dogs barked loudly, no one took any notice of thaohjtaseems as if the town could be taken
by assault or at any rate the guns spiked with impunityday the French have been collecting empty
boats round their men-of-war, varying this occupation bydian occasional shell. In the afternoon
all the Tunisian troops were crowded into the ‘Manoubia’ akén back to Tunis, to swell in all
probability the ranks of the malcontents around thé&alap

“July 10th—Not a shot was fired all day. The Italian gunboat ‘Catiddived to see if anything
was needed by the Italian fugitives. Another small Frenotboat also came in.

“July 11th.—Nothing done to-day. The inaction is evidently encouradiegitrabs, and | am
sorry to see the fortifications and barricades beinginegpand strengthened with my esparto bales.

“July 12th—This day was also passed in inactivity. | received thesrfeom Gabes that the Arab
captain of one of my barques has been arrested and pasbner to Ali Ben Hlifa, because he had



some barrels in his boat which were supposed to indicatgention of obtaining supplies of water
for the French.

“July 13th—At last we have some hopes that matters are to beugjwously to a
conclusion. This morning the man-of-wéalissonniére’ and another transport arrived. The farater
2 P.M.,threw a dozen shells into the town. In the eveningjtiater near the gate dividing the
Moorish from the Europedaubourgwas seen to be on fire, but it was soon extinguishelolimt
itself out.

“July 14th—In the forenoon six French men-of-war (the ‘Colbéfrident,” ‘Marengo,’
‘Surveillante,* Révanche,” andFriedland,’ together with a despatch boat (the 'Desamhored in
the roads. Salutes were fired,, and much bunting wakgegpduring the day, on account of fate
de la Républiqudn the afternoon all the ironclads came as clestha depth of water would permit
to the shore; but the attack was still postponed.

“July 15th.—The gunboats (‘Chacal,’ ‘Pique,” ‘Leopard;ladiateur,” and ‘Hyene’$hifted their
position a little at dawn, and shortly after sunriseFhench fleet, including even the ironclads four
nautical miles away, began to shell the city and neighiomd. There does not, however, seem to be
any sign of landing. The delay has not only encourageArties here, but it has promoted the
interests of the revolutionary party throughout the Regelf a prompt and decisive blow had been
struck at Sfax, the whole movement might have been dippthe bud. The siege should never have
begun until the French forces were mustered in safficstrength and numbers to win a rapid and
brilliant victory. Before noon to-day, 300 shots had falle different parts of the town. All the needy
Maltese refugees are being furnished with supplies from&l.Mlonarch,” and the commanders of
the French frigates are following the example set pt&a Tryon. The bombardment was resumed
towards evening, and continued nearly all night; sleep betapssible from the constant booming
of the cannon, and the sky seemed fairly ablaze.

“July 16th—After this terrible work of destruction had continued feenty-four hours, the
French troops landed in great force at break of day thisingy under cover of a heavy fire from the
fleet. It required two hours’ fighting to gain possessibthe fortifications, and even then the struggle
was indefinitely prolonged in outlying houses and hamlegani8l-day all was comparatively quiet.

At the time of the landing, the esparto yards of twthoge merchants were in flames; but our stores
do not appear to have taken fire. Various estimates ae toghon both sides have been made, but no
two agree. Over a dozen French soldiers and marinésding an officer, have been interred in the
Christian burial-ground, but others have shared undoubtextiynenon grave with the Arabs in the
trenches before the town. The resistance was &s bsait was hopeless, but no amount of personal
courage can compensate for the use of weapons fit anbfdanetal-dealers or curiosity shops. In the
narrow streets of the native town, house after hauaseonly occupied after a desperate hand-to-hand
conflict.”

“The sequel to the fall of Sfax | shall tell in the nektapter. There can be little question but that the
delay in effecting the capture of the city to a gre&mixdestroyed the moral effect of the achievement
when it really did take place; instead of being the endeatidction of the insurrection, it became, as

it were, the beginning of a race contest, the ternanatf which is still apparently in the future.

A humble poet has already sung the siege of Sfax,oledt tar, by name John Root, united on board
H.M.S. ‘Monarch’ the functions of able seaman and mtetaOn returning to Malta he published his
“Bombardment of Sfax” in a leaflet, entitled “Thoughteldacts from a Sailor's Pen,” and if John's
guantities are somewhat rough and eccentric, his appossaif what he saw are almost as correct as
Mr. Galea’s. | quote a few verses, which tell quaintiggh in a few words the tale of the sad fate of
Sfax;—



“More able pens than mine will tell

How Frenchmen fought and Arabs fell,
Mown down by showers of shot and shell,
When Sfax town was bombarded.

“Seven days the game was going on,
Not one thought It could last so long;
‘Twas never thought by any one

The Arabs thus would stand it.

“At last the French Its capture plann'd,
One morning early boats were mann'd,
The ships fired fast, but few could stand-
The boats were fast advancing;

“And when the boats got near the shore,
They shot and shell did likewise pour;
And added theirs to louder roar,

All death and slaughter dealing,

“Each Arab stuck well to his gun,
‘Twere better had he cut and run;
His last he'd looked towards the sun
For Hotchkiss guns now faced him.

Beneath such storms of shot and shell
All owned the Mussulman fought well
And many French that day had fell
Had Arabs better weapons.”



CHAPTER XXVII
(p31)

LOOT

MR GALEA once more comes to my assistance and lends me hijdoamwrite the story of the sad
sequel to the capitulation of Sfax. My readers musereber that he was an eye-withess of most of
the facts to which he speaks, and in justice to him It saxsthat his narrative is fully borne out and
corroborated, not only by Mr. Consular-Agent Leonardifg@l reports, but by a mass of evidence
tendered before the International Commission appotot@d/estigate the circumstances on the spot.
If this were not the case, | would willingly pass ovesilence the disagreeable subject of the sacking
which followed the shelling, and which has given riseotonsich heart-burning on all sides. Loot in
the hour of victory was not first invented at Sfax, itswrrence is the rule rather than the exception in
the annals of warfare, and as few countries can fdirbyw a stone in the matter, | fail to see tha it
any way involves the national honour of France, or affdw reputation of anybody beyond those
immediately concerned in the incident | am about tolspéaThere can be no doubt whatever that
the French soldiers who drove the Arabs out of Sfathe 16th July 1881, followed up their triumph
by an almost indiscriminate pillage of both the Europsash Arab quarters of the town. “What was
done happened in the face of day, and can neither be igaons#enied, and the subsequent attempts
to minimise the transaction were at once unworthy aatess. Still more so is it censurable, to have
postponed the relief of the sufferers indefinitelyd & endeavour to wring the compensation from the
Arabs, who are nearly all the debtors of the persdiws have been more or less ruined by the events
in question. To my mind, these things are a far grédeenish to the good name of France than the
excesses committed by her troops in the flush of succdbe intoxication of conquest. With those
few observations | return to Mr. Galea's diary:—

“July 17th—This morning | went on shore, accompanied by my assidthint,eadbetter, and the
master of the British shipAgnes.” My first visit (after attending the funerdlsome of the French
soldiers who had been killed) was paid, naturally enowgimytown business establishment.
Everything movable had disappeared, and the yard was ocdwypibd French troops. Leaving the
place, we next entered the Europé&abourg.Most of the houses were much damaged and knocked
about by the shells, but on the pretext that some Arathsired from the dwelling of Mr. Gili (a
Maltese merchant), an order had been given to breaktbpetoors of every habitation in the quarter,
and as soon as this was done a general pillage ensuasl thevunwilling witness of all that happened.
The soldiers took or spoiled everything they could cangya and broke or defaced what they were
unable to move. None of the officers seemed at all depbto interfere, and the whole business was a
sad contrast to the measures taken by the insurgents tovprese property, and was the more
unjustifiable, as the Moorish quarter afforded a sufficiesfdyutin. The loss will of course fall on the
British colony, and is a sad and unexpected aggravatioargfrovations during the past fortnight.
Several liquor stores were emptied of their contents adil can say is that it is fortunate the Arabs
did not resume the contest.

“July 18th—The loot continues unabated. An order has been issuedding soldiers to enter
houses unauthorised, but nobody attends to it, nor isteem@ made to enforce it. | am, however,
taking careful note of all that happens connected withrthihous business. Caid Jelluli has not left
the*Alma’ but he has sent a letter, telling the Cadi andtMafcome on board, at the head of a
deputation of forty preceded by a white flag, to treat fonse and informing them, that unless they do
so the French will march into the gardens and attaekybody they come across.

“July 19th—This morning | went to visit the great mosque. Its minardisabled, and it is turned

into a barrack. | saw the soldiers cooking in variousspaf it. Throughout the Moorish town the
traces of the sack were painful to witness. What wasarried away from the shops in the bazaars,



was thrown out into the streets,. | saw title-debdsds, and valuable papers lying amidst heaps of
groceries and piles of stuffs. Although the former caowtder be replaced, and their loss might injure
Moors and Christians alike, several of these miscetlas collections of litter were deliberately set on
fire. Valuable Arabic MSS. were torn up and their pagssiduted as souvenirs of the siege—and, |
presume, the sacking—of Sfax.

"July 20th—The deputation demanded by Jelluli went out to the ‘Alma’ abelieve all the Moors
who will bring their families are to be allowed to retuAt any rate in the evening several of the
native residents perambulated the Arab town callingroatloud voice that all persons concealed
were to come out and that those who did so would be Safee eighty men were collected by this
means, and then conveyed as prisoners on board the mem-ofhree houses, the inmates of which
declined to comply with the invitation thus givevere mined and blown ufi.is only now that one

can gradually obtain details of what really happened erventful 16th July. In addition to the
struggle in the town, it appears that there was a regattle fought in the country outside it. Many
well-known Arab chiefs died fighting bravely; GhasimrBghirouda, lately Hlifa of the Mitelit, his
brother Sheikh Salah, Ali Ben Ardorri, son of a HJiSheikh Sesi Ben Muhamed, Sheikh Seyd Ben
Muhamed, and Muhamed Ben Hdir were all shot down. Inetgmgement the Neffet were
commanded by Ali Ben Hlifa, and the Beni Zid by Sherif-ed;Oihe Mitelit were led by Ardorri Ben
Amor, These tribes alone took an actual part in tigggement.

“July 22d—The mosque has been restored to the townspeopleepsiettim in no hurry to take it. It
will require a great deal of cleansing, and there is anploded shell still in the top of the damaged
minaret, which indisposes tineuezzirto make the usual calls to prayer.

“July 24th—The French fleet (except the ‘Alma’) left for Gabasd H.M.S. ‘Monarch’ for Susa.

“July 25th—We received to-day news of the occupation of Gabeergks/. The inhabitants of the
two villages near the shore, Giara and Menzel, haveyalWwated each other, and generally differed in
politics. In the present instance the former declavethe French, and the latter for the Holy War and
the Prophet. After throwing some shells into Mentted, French landed and occupied it, There was
only a faint resistance from the insurgents amongsp#im-trees. Before evacuating the place the
Arabs killed five Jews who had remained there. Lat¢ne day the French troops left Menzel and
encamped on the sea-shore, as they were not igisaffforce to resist an attack which was
apparently meditated. No sooner had the French quittédit the Arabs returned, and set fire to
most of the houses in the place. Menzel was thexeface occupied by the insurgents and once by
the French in a single day. TKesla or castle of Gabes, an isolated fort between Menmttlze sea,
surrendered in the morning. The officer in charge and hssmper, the well-known Alela Bizzai *

[This person was the confidential servant of the Priiinister Mnstapha down to a lew days after the
I2th May. It was the dinner given to the Foreign Reprege/es at this man's house which furnished
Signor Pestalozza with the material for the only anguarticle in the ill-fatedMostaicelLAlthough he
had worked very hard in the French interest he manageéetadd¥l. Eons tan, and was degraded,
depiived of all Ms possessiayand detained in a dungeon at Gabes, till he was libeogtdee French
shells.] were received on board the men-of-war. Noeolbad the French left thé&sla, than the

Arabs rushed into it to seize the guns and powder. A fewtss after they entered it, a terrific
explosion took place, and 300 persons at least were buameghtih the ruins or blown to pieces. The
causes of this disaster are not precisely known, Imisiipposed that one of the shells, which had
been thrown into it prior to the exhibition of a whilkg, suddenly burst, and ignited the gunpowder
contained in a store beneath the fort. At the vamestime (July 24th), 1000 French soldiers landed in
the island of Jerba without exciting any hostile dematisin. The fort was surrendered at once, and
the French flag hoisted upon it. Several Maltese fasjilvho have for some weeks been living afloat,
were now enabled to return to their homes.

“July 29th—News reached Sfax to-day that Sheikh Khemoun, wétBimbashi and some other
persons, who had taken a prominent part in the deferibe ¢dwn, were proceeding to Tripoli over-



land. Caid Jelluli has now returned to the post frontivine was ejected by the Bimbashi, but under a
salute from the forts, and through a lane of Frenchessld He says he is resting, and cannot attend to
public business. | am sorry to say that even now bottiomedestruction of property and pillaging are
still going on. As | am sure that this matter must so@n later become the subject of much
controversy, | shall write down some observationsualio In the first place, the care taken by the
Arabs to protect property, after our departure, was a n@tfriblic notoriety, as well as the draconic
justice done by the Council of Forty. All houses occumeaiediately after the landing by conscien-
tious and respectable French officers were restordetodwners undisturbed, so much so that in one
of them some money and jewellery were actually founthertable. A French doctor, who, as soon
as he heard the fatal order to pillage, ran to his handdwung out a tricolour flag from the window,
escaped without any loss, and the protection given hinalsasextended to a warehouse which
happened to form the ground-floor of the building. Againtétegraph office was not even touched,
which would certainly not have been the case if the &\tell commenced to destroy property in the
European quarter, nor would many stores of grain and od(fite object of Arab raids) have
remained intact. On the 17th July, when we first ldneee all saw the soldiers with our own eyes
entering shops and stores, and either looting or destreyerything they came across. As in the case
of the Arab town, the streets were littered withyyeamerchandise and papers of all descriptions,
including business books, obligations, &nd on the following day, to make matters worse, these
heaps were carried out of the gates and burnt. Twolak@ysthe notice of the colonel against pillage
was issued, but it only diminished the looting and maderersecret. On the 21st July, Mr.
Montebello, accompanied by Mr. Leadbetter, went to &ishop belonging to the former, and found
that, the door having been forced, a number of soldiers gdping themselves to its contents. A
sentinel looked in and said nothing. An officer was $emtbut he confined his action to telling the
sentinel not to let any more soldiers enter the pldde Cardona made similar complaints as to what
had happened in his warehouse. When Mr. Leadbetter exanmiaexf our own houses on the 17th
July, he found the strong-box, his desk, and books untoucle#atnitg two days later, he was
surprised to see the safe thrown down and forced, his tflesk and two soldiers playing with a
valuable sewing-machine. He then endeavoured to prevemrfuthmage by getting the doors sealed
up, but on the 22d July he again found the seal broken andatizeryobjects, including his clothes,
gone. On the 30th Julien days after the landingsaw Mr. Consular-Agent Leonardis house being
rummaged by soldiers, while at the same time their adew had turned the square in front of the
half-demolished Christian church into a loot bazaar s Traiffic was witnessed by me from the first
day of the occupation. Tunisian money was exchangedafmyl@ons at a loss of 40 per cent.; and |
saw the Austrian Consul's uniform sold for a mereetrifThe head of the custom-house informed me
that the building was deliberately looted, notwithstagdiis appeals to obtain its immunity as a
public institution. When | asked him about this some days, dfeewas prudently reticent There were
many refugees on board the ‘Alma’ who saw the Frendaingretters on the valuable stamped paper,
and when the marines exhibited their spoils, there vpaistty general chorus of ‘There are my
books,” ‘There are my clothes,” and ‘There are myysis,’ on the part of the victims. | have already
described the measures taken by the Arabs to preserveaaerspect for the rights of property,
even to the extent of insuring the continued payment oBtheernment dues, and it seems to me that
if they had once commenced to pillage, everything wowe leen carried away into the interior.
Another wanton waste caused by the French garristwe imdiscriminate destruction of everything
which can possibly be burned. The item fuel seems nat teventer into the calculations of the
French commissariat, and anything handy is at once chagp&dsupply the want. The damage thus
done has been enormous, whereas supplies of firewoadbia@iaable in the gardens quite close to the
town. A great deal has been made of the discovergroédoxes belonging to M. Mattei in the house
of Sheikh Khemoun, but they were unopened, untouched, andyibdeought there for fear, lest the
mob might not be over-scrupulous in the matter of Frgmobperty. Besides scores of eye-witnesses,



there is other testimony as to nothing having happened hbétotanding. A Moor, by name Haj
Hmed Maala, found that a Maltese gardener and his largly favho lived in an outlying garden
belonging to Mr. Gili, were in imminent danger, so he siedshem in Arab clothes and concealed
them in his own country-house till he was able, afterdapture of the place, to delive them up to Mr.
Leonard! This man (the Maltese gardener) says, thahwie Arabs wished to pillage the European
suburb, they were prevented from doing so by the actitimeafownspeople. The old bell-ringer of the
Christian church lived all through the siege in a h@edath the staircase of the tower, and was fed by
the Arabs, who, he says, treated him kindly, and ditiarm to anything. Their stories are fully
confirmed by a number of Jews who lived on shore theemiimle, and who were injured as regards
neither their persons nor their property. In shbe,Maltese colonists of Sfax have been the chief
sufferers by the pillage of the town, committed intienner | have described. Some of them have
indeed lost their all; hardly one has escaped unscathedn eye-witness | have recorded what really
happened in broad daylight and in the sight of hundreds @lged he only hope of the half-ruined
British community is in the support which they feel silr@r claims must inevitably receive from the
English Government, and in the justice and equity ofriternational Commission which we hear is
to inquire into the whole matter.”

One of the most disinterested withesses of the sadki8fax is the poet before-the-mast, John

Root. | am not aware whether he was examined by the mmomers, but he writes with an evident
knowledge of what took place:—

“And now comes stain on victor's name.
The town is pillaged for their gain;

They rob the houses of the slain.

And strew the streets with plunder.

“The merchandise is thrown about,
Bazaars and shops turned inside out—
A scene of plunder and of rout,

All hands seemed bent on mischief,

“E'en fav'rite mosque, where day and night
The Moslems prayed for Prophet's light,
To show them to do what was right,

Did not escape the pillage.

“If 'mid the plunder Arab's face

Were seen, from French he had no grace,
No matter who or in what place,

He fell a corpse that moment.

“Thus while their goods in streets are thrown.
Their souls are to the Prophet gone,

For defending their own hearth and home
'‘Gainst Christian invader.”

As | said before, the stamp of truth in John Boot'sings amply atones for his ragged metre and
peculiar rhyme.



The International Commission at Sfax is now alsoadter of history. It was composed of Captain
Count Marquesac of the ‘Reine Blanche,” President; Gé&sr Muhamed Jelluli; Captain Tryon,

C.B, of H.M.S. ‘Monarch,” and Captain Conti of thalian frigate, ‘Maria Pia.” After sitting for
several weeks it was abruptly dissolved In Octoberalmee apparently the English and Italian
members were unable to avoid the inevitable conclusiom the tauthors of all the mischief. At the
beginning of the present year, the Arabs of Sfax wenepelled to contribute to a heavy war
indemnity. ‘Most of them were already the debtorshefinuch impoverished Maltese merchants, and
the levy in question effectually prevented their satisfyirgdieditors for an indefinite period. In the
result the Maltese first lost their goods, and therpthesibility of obtaining the payment of their just
debts. It is almost Incredible, but it is neverthelese, that notwithstanding the numerous sittings of
the Commission, and the fact that the sums sinceatell have been very considerable, up to the
present time not a single farthing of compensation bas paid to the unfortunate persons, who, after
watching the shelling of their houses and shops for aift from a distance, only returned to find
them pillaged by the very people who professed not onlyategirthem, but to be the pioneers of a
sentimental mission of political civilisation.

Before going back to Northern Tunis | wish to bring thedmsbf events on the southern coast down
to the time of my own visit there at the end of Noveni&31. The French now occupied the town of
Sfax, a spot on the sea-coast at Gabes, and the afldadba, but this was all. Outside these places
the Arabs held undisputed sway, and no peaceful citized goubeyond the French camps with
impunity. The interval between August and November wasepadsefly in fruitlesgeconnaissances
on the part of the French, and daring raids and nigdtkstton the side of the Arabs. As early as the
31st July it became again necessary to engage the Aredrserat the village of Menzel. General
Logerot's arrival did not mend matters. The villagers iaf& who had done nothing at all, and had
‘received the French as brothers,” were fined 20,000 framcsprdered to induce their co-religionists
at Menzel to submit to the French, under pain of a freshblardment and the destruction of the great
Koubaof Sidi Bulbeba on the neighbouring hill. As there wathimg left to bombard in Menzel, and
as everything valuable had been taken away from the sHr8ididulbeba except his bones, the
insurgents only laughed at the menaces. There were nov@@@@irtroops at Gabes, and the weather
was oppressively hot, yet they were unable to estaldisimzinication with the freshwater springs
three miles off, and were compelled to drink the oozé@imuddy river, which was impregnated with
magnesia and soon engendered dysentery and feveitragljlers from the French camps were
pitilessly massacred, and the sentries were oftenoshgtiard “On the night of the 10th August,”
writes Mr, Galea,”the Arabs surprised the French canipdawn the sentries and began killing the
soldiers as they lay asleep. Before anything could be they had rapidly retreated. The French
admit a loss of twenty killed., but | have been toldgtely that it really exceeded that number.”
Sickness broke out both at Sfax and Jerba, deciniatia terrible manner the garrison in the last-
named island. Raid after raid took place around Sfax,dydria shooting two obscure individuals on
the 27th August on an equivocal charge preferred by theG6eesul Giannino, of calling ougihad,
jihad (Holy War), very little was done. At times the insuntgeapproached so near to the town that
they could be fired upon from the walls, and as soomps$rdbe made terms with the French, it was
immediately attacked by the insurgents. The “friendlglt” used to bring their dead and wounded
as far as the ramparts, and cry in vain for help andtasse.

If it was General Winter who defeated the first Napaolén Russia, it was certainly General Summer
who now came to the assistance of the Arabs in Saufheris, with dysentery and typhoid fever as
his aides-de-camp. While MM. Ferry and Saint-Hilaire waxedently consultindpourgeois
susceptibilities by hastening on the elections to thedhr@ihambers, while M, Roustan was obtaining
concessions for his friends, and telegraphing reassuringges to the Foreign Office, and while the
Agence Havas was informing the French public that “our trooysd the village abandoned, and
returned to Susa, bringing with them a few hens, fivesc@nd five prisoners.” “It was a splendid



operation,” it is added, “perfectly well conducted, and wheh does the greatest honour to our
young troops” (“Daily News,” October 3d, 1881),—the wholé&ofithern Tunis was abandoned to
the most appalling anarchy and disorder, while the greateofihe northern part of the Regency was
quickly preparing to follow suit.



CHAPTER XXVIIL.
(p48)

ALARMS AT THE CAPITAL.

IN the early days of July, M. Roustan succeeded in bringirglixurious villa at the Marsa a
powerful and zealous ally. At his suggestion,, and thréughch influence, Monseigneur Charles
Martial Allemand Lavigerie, Archbishop of Algiers, superseonsignore Fra Fedele Suter, Bishop
of Rosaliain partibus,as Apostolic Administrator of Carthage and Tunis. Archbidbenpgerie was
essentially grélat de combatand his militant missionaries have been for severakygadually
gaining influence in Algeria, Tunis, and even Tripoli. Therteh Government could not possibly have
obtained more useful and uncompromising auxiliaries thesettwhite-robed and red-cappdestes
d’Afrique, who, under the harmless garb of theology, pill-making,tanoth-drawing, are preparing

the path for French conquests in the unexplored regibtiee Sahara. The practical head of an
eminently practical confraternity, Archbishop Lavigerie hagimmitiated by a prolonged residence at
the Vatican, into the useful art of combining doctrind palitics, and came to Tunis fully determined
to acquire a lion's share in the powers of the Protaeto®ach was the enthusiasm with which he was
endowed, that three years before, he had succeeded imgeduen the crown of martyrdom to the
matter-of-fact condition of a marketable commoditythe quarterly issue of tHgulletin de 'Oeuvre

de Saint-Augustifor January 1878, | find him publishing the following noticadbptions of
Missionaries—Our associates are aware that by paying the sum of 8t frdney can support for a
year a missionary in Africa. They become in this mampaetners in his works and meritorious
actions,as well as in his crown of martyrdo@as happened in the case of the charitable benefactors,
who adopted the three missionaries who died for tile da their road to Timbuctoo.While the

Pope is sending a Cardinal’s hat to the pioneer ofdhreriluence and martyrdom-by-proxy in North
Africa, the Pacha of Tripoli is threatened with acuirsion of French cavalry (not indeed to punish the
Khamirs), but to chastise the Towaregs on accoutiteofihtimely fate of three other missionaries,
who, notwithstanding the most explicit warnings, insista travelling from Ghadames to Ghét. This
peculiar feature of French policy was clearly foreshaztband described in the correspondence of Sir
Thomas Eeade nearly forty years ago; and to such antdws it been now carried that the Bey, the
French Resident and the Cardinal Archbishop may, at gs=pr moment, be correctly described as
the governing triumvirate of that portion of the RegeotTunis which is not in the hands of the
insurgents. Before the summer heat had fairly set irRdistan had rewarded his friends, harassed
his enemies, and reassured M. Saint-Hilaire; but thepsoéed outbreak, in the early days of July, of
a widespread revolution throughout the length and breadtied®egency, entailed a very serious
interruption in his plans, as well as in those of hitipal superiors.

First came the risings at Sfax, Gabes, and Jerbahiohw have already spoken at length. On the 4th
July, information reached Tunis that the Arabs near diomiaad already defied the Bey's authority,
and had murdered three Europeans in a neighbouring villageahtee evening the French Captain
Mattei was assassinated close to the Bey's palacdnamdanouba camp. His murderer managed to
escape, but an innocent Arab paid the penalty of thesciiitme unfortunate boy, who was shot by
mistake, is buried in the ditch near which he fell, hisdmother is a raving lunatic in the Arab
madhouse. The complications, however, did not seatistorb at once the unlimited power wielded
by M. Roustan. It was just now that he interfered to gmethe sale of landed property by an English
subject to French bankers, because his consent was natysig\abtained to the transaction. The
matter was denied at the time, but the fact restsetegtimony of M. Valensi, the representative of
the legendary French colony, and the zealous framédwrohir addresses in favour of M. Roustan,
and who himself telegraphed to this effect to the woulgtvehaser.



Every day the news of some fresh accession to thes EHrthe rebels reached the Bardo. On the 18th
July”, while the Bey was listening to the details of tapture of his “faithful town of Sfax,” a band of
800 men belonging to the Zlass tribe, carried off 2000efdlyal camels from their pasture-lands, not
two miles from the Manouba camp and the Kasr-es-Said ggtd® posse of Arab cavalry entered
Kairwan and collectedi et armisthe public taxes, while another party invaded the Enfidasatitkd

for themselves the vexed question of Hanafee and Mddgkiriving everybody out of it. Raids on the
farms surrounding Tunis now became of daily occurrence, taihdsguncture the Prime Minister
Mustapha hurried back to Tunis as fast as a despatch-hddtoaory him. But the position grew

daily more and more serious; the Tunisian soldiers velaibdheered in the very presence of the French
at each halting shot fired by the Bimbashi of Sfax, chawk to their quartets at the capital only to
desert. The Bey was now urged to adopt the very rembdh had been ridiculed by M. Roustan
four months before. He was told to call out the nativayaand form “a camp” but his power and
influence were both hopelessly ruined, and he was regasdadraitor and a coward by every honest
man amongst his subjects. Even while M. Roustan and &dmagerot were elaborating their plans of
a Tunisian expedition, hundreds of the rough Arab sadi@re taking their road southwards, calling
out to every one they met, “We will fight for Alidh Hlifa and the Sultan.” The truth could no longer
be ignored; revolution and anarchy now prevailed bo8omthern and Central Tunis. French troops
were every day returning to the Regeney, but the héldagbured the Arabs. On the 24th July half
the Bey's bodyguard was missing, and the farm of Mustaphede Mater and Bizerta in Northern
Tunis was pillaged by Arab cavalry. Under these circuncgtsa Sy All Bey, now civilised and

friendly, found the task of organising a native force ongeaiuliar delicacy and difficulty. The
soldiers, who had not as yet actually deserted, wemdae likely to keep him as a hostage or convey
him against his will to the tents of Ali Ben Hlifaaito join him in attacking their comrades or co-
religionists, for whose proceedings they entertainicely sympathy.

On the 26th July a band of insurgents coulcl be seen apymgaRades, which, as | have said before,
is equally visible from Tunis aud Goletta. A panic seizethennhabitants of both places; business
was suspended, shops closed, boats hired, and a genepddtgmmepared. The Bey ordered the
bridge between Goletta and Rades to be broken down, apdskage to be guarded by artillery. A
little later in the day the news came that a wethikn Greek gentleman had been murdered in an
outlying farm. The excitement then reached its culmigagpimint, and an Arab attack was really
apprehended. People in Tunis decided to fly to Goletta, andrseirs Goletta determined to take
refuge in Tunis. A crowd of Tunisian fugitives arrived itrat Goletta, but only to meet another
mob of refugees waiting impatiently to take the returimti@ Tunis. [HERE] The meeting of the two
crowds formed a very amusitgbleau,and the more so because a moment's reflection mustteho
any attempt to invade two walled towns by the Arabs oirtezior would be wholly out of the
guestion.

Up to the present time the Tunisian difficulty, asdarEurope was concerned, had only affected two
platonic overthrows of the Italian Cabinet: in Franeergthing had gone smoothly, and the Treaty of
Kasr-es-Said had been ratified almost by acclamatioatifib, however, had now turned, and MM.
Ferry and Saint-Hilaire knew it; the expedition, shofits tinsel and trappings, was becoming day by
day more unpopular, and the opinion was fast gaining grounthth&rench Protectorate over Tunis
was a white elephant of a very costly and unmanagebhtaaer. The time was at hand when Tunis
was to become an unmistakable factor in the politiésafice,, and to make matters worse, Bou
Amema was threatening simultaneously a very serious listae in Algeria, The general elections
were already fixed for the 14th September, but if thinganwhile grew worse in Tunis and Algeria a
disaster might pretty confidently be anticipated. Isw@erefore decided to hasten the elections by a
full month. “If in September,” wrote M. De Blowitzpow completely disenchanted, on the 27th July,
“the country were confronted with a serious African paign, the elections might be seriously
compromised, and a formidable argument afforded to the @jgmo<onsequently, notwithstanding



all prior arrangements, it was decided that the elestwuld be held without delay, before any
African troubles had time to break out.”

On the very same day, the town of Hammalffifet,miles from Tunis, underwent an “African
trouble’ of a very disagreeable nature. It was attacked by Aradehmn, who carried all the cattle
belonging to its inhabitants away into the mountains,palfabed a house belonging to the British
Consular Agent, Mr, Cacchia, who was doomed to be otteeajreatest losers by the insurrection.
The fast of Ramadan now began, but the Bey reflectedeopossibility of sharing the fate of his
camels, and decided for the first time in his reignpensd the month in the comparative security of
the pavilion on piles at Goletta. Up to this time only 408gular militia could be collected to form
the nucleus of Sy All Bey's contingent, and the regalary was reduced to about fourscore men. On
the last day of July things reached such a pitch, thelvénsoldiers had to be sent from Tunis to
replace those who had deserted from the guard which prdtbetgavilion on piles, A few hours
after their arrival they also deserted, together witl of their officers.
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