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The inauguration of the port of Sfax. - The 
inauguration of the new port took place on April 24.  

The old one was reduced to a quay level 
reclaimed from the sea, bordered by quays in front 
of which a narrow basin was dug. A channel had 
been dredged between the quay and the harbour; it 
had a depth of 3.2 meters and was, consequently, 
inaccessible by the large ships.  

As for the harbour, it was formed by the southern 
section of the strait which separates the Kerkenah 
islands from the mainland, and could be 
approached only by the south.  

The exploitation of the Gafsa phosphate layers 
and the prosperity of this company made necessary, 
two years ago, the work now completed.  

The new port includes a large channel dredged to 
a depth of 6.5m below low tide, 3,500 meters long, 
broad with a limit of 22 meters connecting the 
harbour to a basin with an area of 10 hectares, 
bordered by three quays, of which the principal, 
opposite the channel entrance extends 368 meters, 
the one on the right-hand side 224m and that of left 
150 meters.  

The ministers, having left on the cruiser Condor, 
arrived at ten o’clock at the quay where a tent had 
been drawn up. All the armed troops, in an immense 
square, behind which many Arab riders with the 
white and red burnous were massed, made the 
usual honors.  

The general of Servières, the Tunisian major 
general Valensi, first secretary of the bey, the 
consuls general of Italy, England and Austria, Mr. 
Dybowski, director of agriculture and trade in Tunis, 
and cardinal Combes, archbishop of Carthage, 
waited on the quay.  

The president of the municipality, a handsome 
Arab in costume, welcomed the ministers, then Mr. 
Boucher spoke.  

The speech of the minister was frequently 
interrupted by applause.  

Then Mr. Revoil, assistant minister-resident, 
spoke to announce his gratitude towards all those 
who contribute to the prosperity of Tunisia which is 
similar to these children favorably endowed by 
nature who give to their parents no other concern 
than that of directing them the way of good and 
happiness. The ministers will attest that it deserves 
and justifies the constant solicitude which the 
metropolis has for it. 

 



 
1. Pilote. – 2. Le sydic. – 3. M. Malgorn, maire d’Ouessant. – 4. Berthelet, sauveteur de M. Macquart. 

5. Le Maitre du Port. – 6 et 7. Marins.
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1. Sur le pont. – 2. Fantaisia au passage du train. – 3. La Diffa. – 4. Une relais. – 5. Kerouan. 
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