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Arab Period, when the country was ruled by Emirs,
appointed by the Khalifas, with their capital at Kairouan.

In the year 662, Okba-ben-Nafy invaded Byzacium, and
gained possession of the Island of Djerba, Sousse, and Bizerte,
and in the year 670 founded the city of Kairouan (p. 382),
which became the holy city of Africa, and the capital of the
Mussulman possessions in the Magreb.

The African church was swept away, the Berbers and Mcors
adopted the religion of the Arabs, a swarm of Arabs from
Upper Egypt spread over the country to the Atlantic, and for
nearly twelve centuries Tunisia (and Algeria) lived under the
Mussulman rule, until the French occupation of Tunisia in
1881.

The history of the Mussulman rule can be divided into five:
periods :—

1. The Arab Period, from the conquest to A.D. 1041 when
various dynasties succeeded each other, the Fatlmlbeu, the
Aglabites, etc., and the Khalifa Arcun er-Rashid sent presents
to Charlemagn ',

* 2. The Berber Period, when the Zirites (followers of Ziri,
who built Algiers), always at war, and during whose reign the’
Normands from Sicily occupied Sfax and Tripoli, were
succeeded by the Almohades untal 1270, with their capital
at Tlemgen. At this date also Louis XT. occupied Tunisian
soil with a French army, but being carried off by the plague
ltostilities ceased. To the Almohades succeeded the Hafsides,

when Mulai Hasean fled to Spain, and then ensued the -

3. Spanish Period. Charles V., sailed from Barmlnnn..
with a large army, scized Golet‘a, and marched. on the capital,
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in spite of the vigorous defence of Barbarossa, and placed
Mulai Hassan on the throne as his regent, but no sooner had
Charles V. left than his vassal was dethroned, and the Spanish
occupation weakened until it was replaced ‘t:fr the

4. Turkish Period, under Smane Pasha, during whose sway
piracy and slavery became rampant. In May, 1577,
Henry III. of France established a consulate at Tunis,
and owing to the cruel treatment of Christians (when,
amongst others, St. Vincent de Paul was kept a slave for two
years), the French fleet was sent into Tunisian waters to
suppress piracy and slavery.

In April, 1655, the entire pira.tica.l fleet of the Bey of Tunis
was destroyed by Admiral Blake in the port and arsenal of
Porto Farina, one of the boldest and most splendid nav a.l
actions in English history. During the following

5. Husseinist Period piracy was arrested, reforms were
inaugurated, public works carried out, and debts were con-
tracted. A financial commission was established, and owing
to the various French interests involved, and to disputes
between the Beys and the French companies, it was evident
that sooner or later a French protectorate would be pro-
claimed, and Tunisia practically become as much a part of
French territory as the colony of Algeria.

It was not long before this state of affairs became realised,
and, without enquiring too closely into the various excuses
more or less serious, it is sufficient to state that in April, 1881,
a French expedition was sent to punish the Khroumeirs, said
to be an uncivilised, troublesome, and independent- tribe
occupying some miles of sea coast and the mountains between
Tabarca and Fernana on the borders of Tunisia and Algeria
(see p. 395).

This proved to be a short and easy task. Tabarca, Bizerte,
and other places were occupied ; the French general advanced
on Tunis, and at very brief notice the Bey was required to
sign a treaty officially announcing the protectoraté of France.

The anger of the Mohammedans was naturally greatly
aroused, and the population, disgusted with the Bey, refused
to acknowledge his authority, so much so that when the
French soldiers were witlidrawn a general revolt ensued, and
the French Government were obliged to send a la.rge army to
subdue the various tribes, to occupy the cities from one end of
the Regency to the other, and thus, to the present day, u ery
important point is garnsoned by French troops. -
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REGENCY OF TUNIS.

.Until 1881 the rulers of Tunisia were hereditary Beys, who
acknowledged the suzerainty of the Porte.

'The Regency of Tunis may now be considered an informally
annpexed dependency of France, nominally under the dominion
of the Bey, but in reality under the control of a French
Resident. By treaty, 12th May, 1881, “the occupation is to
cease when the French and Tunisian authorities recognise by
common- accord - that the local government is capable of
maintaining order.” By a convention signed 10th July, 1882,
France administers the country and collects the taxes in the
name of the Bey, who is granted a civil list of £37,500, and
the princes a sum of £30,000.

The late Bey of Tunis, H. Sidi Ali Bey, was born in 1817,
and died June llth 1902. His heir, S. A. Sidi Mohammed
Hadi Pasha, remd.mg at the Marsa, succeeded to the Beylick
the same day. The heir presumptive is S. A. Sidi Moham-
med-en Nacer Bey.

The new Bey succeeded his father without the slightest
hindrance, and it was perhaps a fortnnate thing that the new
ruler was at once the eldest son of the late Bey and the
oldest of the reigning family, so that there can be no doubt
as to his right to the throne. The French protectorate in
Tunis has been most successful, and the country is better
governed and more contented than any other of the French
possessions. The reason of this is that the French have
wisely left the natives to gqvern themselvea, at least in
appearance, and have not insisted on that excessive centralisa-
tion which governs distant provinces directly from Paris,
without any reference to local conditions. The consequence
is that Tunis has prospered steadily since France assumed the
protectorate, and is in a far better state than Algeria or any
other of the colonies. In Tunis the Bey nominally makes all
the laws, but he does it on the advice of a Resident and six
French administrators, who, with the help of the Bey’s
Ministers and certain representatlves of the French colonists,
really decide what measures are to be taken. Even if the
Bey has but little power, his presence on the throne is a
guarantee to the Mussulman population that their pre;udmes
are 'bemg respected. - The French Resident-General is
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M. S. Pichon. General Roux commands the French
dwmmn uf occupa.tmn :

In his very interesting work Carthage and Tunis, Past and
Present, published in 1869, Amos Perry, twice United States’
Consul for the City and Regency of Tunis, thus sums up in
the last chapter of his book the prospects of the pohtma.l
future of the country :—

“] am, then, persuaded that the country will at length come under
the acknowledged protection and control of France, if not with the
consent and approbation of other nations, probably without violent
opposition. BSuch, at least, is the manifest tendency of affairs at the
present time, notwithstanding a species of state-craft employed to
produce a counter result.

“The malady is too deeply seated to be overcome by empirics in the
name of diplomacy.

“The Gallic Eagle, already scenting the prey, prepares to clutch it,
despite the lion’s growl, and all the shrieks and howls that. may be
raised a8 he enjoys his repast.”

A singularly far-sighted prophecy.
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. January and February are generally the most rainy months,
but if the winter has been exceptionally dry and warm, then
rain falls freely in spring on the thirsty earth. The winds are
.variable and frequent. Those of the north-west and of the
east prevail in winter, those of the south and east in summer.
At the period of the Equinoxes violent winds set in from the
south-west.

The water supplied to Tunis is perfectly pure, and can be
taken with impunity—being brought from the springs at the
foot of Mount Zaghouan in closed aqueducts and pipes (see
p. 374). '

" The drainage of Tunis has been remodelled, and is now
perfect. . Pumping stations exist at intervals, and there is
plenty of water for flushing.

INHABITANTS.

The great majority of the population are either Arabs or
Berbers. To these must be added the Moors, the Negroes
from the Soudan, and the Jews, who are very numerous in
Tunisia. French, Maltese, Italians, and other Europeans
swell the total in ever increasing numbers.

In the absence of a census it is difficult to be certain, but
the entire population of Tunisia is estimated to be 1,800,000,
composed as follows :— | |

Mohammedans 1,562,000
French ... ces 25,000
Italians ... 85,000
Jews .. 120,000
Maltese ... 16,000
Greek and others 2,000

1,800,000

The Arabs are descended from the Arab immigration which
overran the country in the 7th and 8th centuries. They are
a nomad race, living in tents and moving from place to place,
their only occupation being agriculture and raising sheep.

The Arab, with some splendid exceptions, is generally of
medium stature—face ‘ong and firm, complexion pale.

« The Berbers live in baked mud or stone houses, roofed with
tiles, in the mountain districts, as do the Kabyles in Algeria,
who are descended from the Berbers (see p. 215).
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The Berber and the Kabyle is usually tall and well built,
with high neck and broad shoulders; complexion dark and
forehead square. His occupation, farmer or mechanic.

The Moors have sprung from various races, and are Arabs
who live in towns following some occupation other than agri-
culture, such as shopkeepers, artisans, embroidery, and perfume
distilling. They are conspicuous for their showy dress and
indolent habits.

The Moors are called Hadras by the natives, Moors by
Europeans. They are generally above the medium height

and size, with sallow complexion, black eyes, straight nose,
and black beard.

The Jews in Tunisia are divided into two classes—the
Leghorn Jews, engaged principally in exchange and banking
transactions, professions, and business. The others are native
Jews, often poor, working as tailors, shoemakers, embroiderers,
butchers, and small shopkeepers.

The great immigration of the Jews into North Africa teok
place from Spain, Portugal, and Genoa in the 15th and 16th
centuries. But their own writers say they found on arrival in
Tunisia and Tripoli numbers of their brethren originally from
Judea.

Jews are now met with in every city and town, also in the
mountain districts, and in the oases of the Sahara.

In Tunis, the wealthy Jews, and families in _eagy circum-
stances, live in luxurious or comfortable houses in the higher
parts of the city, and only the poorer classes live in the Aarra.
European Jews dress like other Europeans ; native Jews much
like Mussulmans.

Tunisian Jewesses of the ordinary type have a costume
very similar to that of the Mussulman women, only more full
and flowing, and of better material. Married women wear
pointed head-dresses to conceal their hair, but their faces are
exposed. In full or visiting dress the eyes and eyebrows are
powdered, face rouged, necklaces and finger rings worn, clothes
embroidered.

After marriage the ladies mostly acquire formidable not to
say ungainly proportions.

The Negroes number about 25,000 in the Regency, and of
these 3,000 inhabit Tunis, engaged as servants, pedlars, bakers,
and small shopkeepers. They are generally clad in white
‘costumes, adorned on holiday occasions with very bright
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colours. Originally the offspring of slaves from the Soudan,
they are Mehammedene with superstitions of their own, and
given to frantic dancing and wild music at certain seasons.

Of the Europeans the Italians are the most numerous and
the most troublesome. The majority (60 per cent.) are
engaged as workmen of various kinds, and next in order come
tradesmen and small shopkeepers, agricultural labourers,
merchants, bankers and agents, clerks and -assistants, sailors
and fishermen. About 75,000 are from Sicily and Southern
Italy, and 10,000 from Sardinia and other districts.

" The Maltese, although bigoted and superstitious, are
industrious and peaceful. They are very frugal, with a view
of saving enough to enable them to return to Malta.

The French, rapidly increasing in numbers, are contributing
more than any other Eurepee.n nation to the prosperity and
expansion of the country. ‘In 1881 there were under 1,000
French in Tunisia ; to day (1903) there are over 25,000, not
including 18,200 men and officers of the army. Lerge sums
have been invésted in commerce and in bringing hundreds of
thousands of acres of land into cultivation.

Under the French Protectorate roads have been opened up
in every province; ports have been created or enlarged at
Biserte, - Tunis, Sousse, and Sfax; the postal and telegraph
services. have been extended in all directivns; a hundred
schools have been opened ; a lycée for boys, and a secondary
school for girls have been established in Tunis; the natives
have been treeted with consideration; and everywhere life
and property are safe.
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ing little town, old houses and ramparts have been removed, a
small harbour has been made, villas surrounded by palm trees
have sprung up, barracks for French troops, and other impor-
tant buildings complete the many recent improvements.

In the old Arab quarter little or no change has taken place.
The great mosque very much resembles the one at Kairouan,
and would be worth a visit if permission could be obtained.

The old Spanish citadel on the eastern promontory has
been restored, and under its walls is a small harbour or
Cothon, opening to the sea by a canal, some 60 feet broad,
probably of Pheenician construction.

Outside the town are Roman cisterns and an Arab
cemetery, and at 3 kilometres to the west a Punic cemetery
has been @dscovered similar to those at Carthage.

Mahdia contains nearly 8,000 inhabitants, consular agents,
and a fairly comfortable hotel, the Hotel de France. Carriages
for visiting El-Djem (two days) can be hired at the rate of
15f. a day.

From Mahdia the steamer passes Ras Capoudia, and in
about ten hours arrives at

Sfax, a city of Pheenician origin, and the Roman Tapa-
rura until the eighth century. The Arab historians El
Bekri and Edrisi speak of Sfax as a flourishing and important
city, with monumental buildings, manufactories, wealthy
inhabitants, fertile gardens, souks, fisheries, etc. The town
sustained five bombardments at different periods, the last
being in July, 1881, when a landing was effected by the
French. Sfax was the only place on the coast that offered
any. resistance to the French occupation, but a French
squadron of nine ironclads and four gunboats soon silenced
the guns of the Casbah, and the town quietly submitted.
The Europeans who had taken refuge on hoard English or
French men-of war during the bombardment returned to the
town, as did also the Arabs who had retired to the country,
but the Bedouins fled to Tripoli.

Since 1881 the trade and commerce of Sfax have made
rapid strides, and the town now contains nearly 50,000
inhabitants, of whom 3,000 are Europeans, including 1500
French.

The modern name is said to have been given from the Arabic
word fakous (cucumber) on account of the abundance of this
vegetable in the neighbourhood. 8fax, however, has riches of












