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TUNISIA

and the Mah@mid, it is true, were driven inio
Tripolitania by the counter-offensive of the War-
ghamma, but the berberised Dabbib form a ghaikhate
in the snpexe of Tatahouine, and the important
B, Zid {= Yazid), a section of whom stil call
themselves EKhardja, still lead a nomadic life with
the Hamiroa near Gabes, We also find scattered
and indiminished numbers giving names to ghaikhates
the Hedil or B, Hugdhail (kaidate of Ain-Drabam),
the Tartid {Bizerta}, the Hakim (Suk el-Arba), the
Awlgd Muhalhal (O. Ayar), the Ku'lb Awlsd al
Hadidi (Lijelass; of. st des Berd, transl. i
143). Several of the O. Bellil or Awlid Abi
'I-Lail survive in the plain of Deja, and of the
Riyah near Zaghwan. It was only in the xviith
century that the Khrumirs or Khumairs setiled in
the mouantains of the northwest, not far from the
Mogods or Muk'id, whose mame at least has an
Arab sound, and in the Sers and arcund it, as a
Makhzen tribe, the Drid or Duraid, a brasch of
the B. Athbadj b. Hilal, who were for a period
across the Algerian frontier. The Naffith in the
hioterland of Sfax are mentioned as Arabs by Ibn
Khaldiin (#Hist, des Berd., transl, ii. 101 and 290).

Among the groups mmlioned under the later
Hafsids, some Awllid Yahyd survive in the kaidate
of Tebnrsul: the Awlad Sa“td are very scattered
but their clnef centre is the domain of Enfida,
the O. Awn or Awlid “Awn form a whole kaidate
around Silispa, N, E. of Maktar.

Finally, in the present mosaic of the tribes of
Tunisia, some of quite uncertain origin, if it is
not maraboutic, are of sufficient importance to be
mentioned: not far from the coast, to the south
of el-Djem up to the north of Gabes, the Matha-
lith, “‘Agiarba and Mahadhba; in the mteﬂor, ot-
cupying the steppes, the Swiist, Dilis, Frashish,
Madjir and H’.mlmu, who form the same number
of kaidates; in the High Tell, the Wartan, the
0. Ayar or Awlidd ‘Aiyar, the Gwizin; in the
Nefrawa and Tunisian Sahars, the Charib, Mrizig,
the Adira, and the Awlid Ya'kiib,

¢ Native Life. Nomadism is clearly dying
in Tugpisla; there are no longer migrations of
considerable extent nor in large bodies (“smalas™)
except in very bad years. Usually the tribe remains
stationary and 2 few herdsmen take the flocks
away. It is the flocks only which move: the
cattlo pass the winter io the steppes and the
summer in the Tell; the route most frequently
traversed is the couloir Sbhiba-Le Kef; the migrants
like to spend some time in the plain of Gamouda.
The Mathdlith alone go in summer as far as Bizerla
and the Dijlds and Swés! as far as the neighbourhood
of Beja. The Neftawa and the Tunisian Sahara
are of course slill peopled by nomads.

The government the Protectorate actively
pursues a policy of leading the natives to adopt
a settled life by making it easy for them to scquire
land and directing their energies towards agricalture,
Alongside of the old contract of hamasa, regulated
by the Kdnin al-Fildja of Khair al-Din in 1291
Ao, (cf, Bi#l. in W, Margais, Tabdrouna, p. 253),
the sale on credit by the Domains of the “terres
salines™ (around Sfax for a radius of about 50 miles),
and of the hanghir of Sherahil (near Kairawin)
suitable for growing olives (decrees of 1892 and
1905), has been the occcasion of putting into practice
the contract known as Mughirase: the pative far-
mer, who contracts to plant with olive-trees the whole
extent of a piece of ground granted to him, becomes

the owner of half the ground when the trees begin
to bear. The pew legislation dealing with habfis
estates has made it possible to settle on the land
a number of native families, by establishing their
rights as “accupants” in a legal and definite form
{most recent decree: that of July 17, 1926). In
the military territories of the south, the “terres
collectives” of the tribes are under special regulation
laid down by the decree of Dec. 23, 1918, modified
in 1926; cach collectivité or group of lands forms
a unit and is represented by a council of notables;
in the capital of each kaidate sits a council (conseil
de tutelle locale) which has local authority and
whose decisions can be revised by a central council
in Tunis. The authority of one of these bodies being
always required when land changes hands, or is
let on a long lease, or similar occasions, the native
ownership is safeguarded. Finally, besides the tech.
nical progress made since the occupation, the
Tunisian agriculturist owes to the Protectorate his
powers to form irrigation companies (decree of
May 25, 1920), the distribation of lands for culii-
vation to native farmers, the creation of the native
chambers for agricalture and the institution of an
€(Mfice public de crédit agricole” for the natives
{decrees of June 10, 1925).

In 1928, the number of animals belonging to
patives and Egropeans respectively was as follows:
horses 77,000 and 10,500, asses 157,000 and 2,500,
mules 28,500 and 11,500, cattle 430,000 and §5,000,
sheep 2,000,000 and 103,500, goats 1,360,000 and
39,500, pigs 6,000 and 13,000, camels 151,500
and 300, — The natives own about 0,000,000 taxed
olive-trees (the Europeans 878,000) and 4,800,000
untaxed (the Europeans 1,100,000). We may nole
that several thousand patives live by fishing.

Throughout the Regency the tent is disappearing
before the gewrdi, a sure sign that the people are
becoming settled, or even before the house. In
the south we find two peculiar types of habitation:
the subterranean dwellings of the troglodytes, over
7,500 in the districts of the Matmita, Medenine and
Tatahouine, and the ghur/fa “ksurs” (duygiir) (keel-
shaped buildings with curved sides, loog, narrow
and low used as storehouses) of which the most
remarkable are Medenine and Metameur. The
number of town-dwellers is relatively large among
the natives, for it reaches 189/;; Tunisia has always
been remarkable for the development of its urban
life. In Tunis, the foreign Muslim elements (Jarri-
niya) are grouped in several separate commanities.

Native commerce is becoming more and more
modernised; one of its most striking achievements
is the organisatlon of co-operative buying by the
Djerbian grocers who are established in large
numbers in Tunis. As to the local industries, they
have been suffering for a considerable time from
the ficrce competition of European produce; it is
true that the government does its best to support
it, especially as regards mative works of artistic
interest; regular training courses have been instituted
for the purpose, and attention is being devoted
to the improvement of technical or artistic methods
in magufacture. Besides milling, the manufacture
of oil and soap, the main old-established industries
of the Regency are dycing, now threatened by the
aniline dyes imported from Europe, the manufacture
of woal (in various districts: blankets at Djerba,
Gafsa and in the [jerid), of cotton (at Tunis),
of silk (at Tunis and Ksar-Hellal), of goat and camel-
hair (in the south), the weaving of carpets (by
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women, especially at Kairawiin), and of “shaias”
{at Tunis with a fulling-mill at El-Dathan) and of
ceramics (at Nabeul). We may also mestion the
manufacture of sieves (at Tunis, Kairawiin and Stisa),
of mats, baskets and esparto (at Nabeul), tannery and
shoemaking (at Tunis, Kairawan and Nabeul), sadd-
lery (at Tusis), cutlery, metal-work, stone- and
woodwork. The tinsmiths are all Jews, as are some
shoemakers, many tailors and almost all the jewellers.

The trade-gilds, of which the most important
in Tunis is that of the manufacturers of shashiyas
(shwagh?) of Spanish origin, are regulated by
beylical decrees; they may admit Jews but the
amin is always a Muslim. The ghwiighl have a
common reserve fund; their trade mark (wighds)
has to be approved by beylical decree, In spite
of the compelition of importations (from France,
Austria and Crzecho-Slovakia) and the disappearance
of the Turkish market, the production of shashiyas is
still much the same as it was 25 or 30 years ago,
i.e. about 50,000 kg. of which about the half
are exported.

According to statistics, not yet published, com.
piled by the Direction de I'Agriculture, the gilds
of Tunis are constituted as follows:

Masters Workmen
Makers of shuhlya: 200 6oo
Tailors . 60 100
Makers of burnous . 120 150
Millers . 10 40
Silkweavers ‘. b e 300 1,200
Cotton spinners . . . . 100 300
Dyers . . 3o 45
Shoemakers . 200 300
Saddlers and lcalhcrrnrkers 20 70
Jewellers and goldsmiths . 45 70
Carpenters . 90 125§
Smiths . . . 20 35
Painters and decorators . .« 10O 230
Tanners . 2§ 45

Masters and workmen combined only number
about 4,630.

Bibliegraphy: Nomenciature et riparti-
tion des tridus de la Tunisie, Chillons/Sabdoe 1900}
Notes sur les tridus de la Régemee, R. T, 1903;
Statistigue générale de la Tunisie An. 1928,
Tunis 1929; Bertholon and Chantre, Recherches
anthropologiques dans la Berbérie orientale, Lyon
1913; Abdulwabab, Coup &'@il général sur les
apporits ethnigues étrangers em Tunizie, R. T,
1917; Eudel, L'orfivreric algérienne et tuni-
sienne, Algiers 1902; Atger, L& corporations
tunisiennes, Paris 1909; Bernard and Lacroix,
L'épolution du nomadisme en Algérie (passim),
Algiers—Faris 1906; Decker-David, L'agriculrure
indigine en Tumisie, Tunis 1912; Mzali, L'fvo-
Iution écomomigue de fa Tunisie, Tunis 1921; Aug.
Bernard, Enguite sur 1'habitation rurale desindi-
gémes de la Tunmisie, Tunis 1924; Sultan, Errai
sur la politigue fonciére en Tunisie, Paris 1930,

6. LANGUAGE.

a. Berber. Berber dialects have almost entirely
disappeared from Tunisia. Berber speakers are now
only found in the region of Sened (kaidate of
Gafsa), the dialect of which has been studied by
Provotelle; at Tamezred among the Matm#ila and
in the island of Djerba, where the women in parti-
cular preserve the old idiom.

4 Spoken Arabic. The linguistic arabicisation

of Tunis {s thus practically complete but it has
proceeded along lines of which we do not know
the details. W. Margais would allow, at least for
the Sahil, that it has been more rapid than is
usually thought. Since before the coming of the
Hilfl and Salaim (xith—xiiith centuries), the “ur-
ban centres, those permanent foci of arabicisation”,
Susa, Monastir and Mahdia, have been disseminating
among the peasanis of the surrounding country their
own town-language which, gradually transformed
by a rural population, has given birth to various
rustic dialects. In their consonant system and their
grammar the Beduin dialects differ,as Ibn Khaldin
noted, from the Arabic of the towns and therefore
from that of the Sxhil.

Von Maltzan has pointed out (Z.D.M.G., xxiii.
655—656) that the Arabic spoken in Tunis has
retained the classical consopant system more per-
fecty than aoy in the Maghrib, We need only
note the fusion of the ¢ and g, both pronounced
like an emphatic sonant interdental spirant; the §
is pronounced as a po:tpslalal sopant (#) in bor-
rowed words (e. g. sigdrrd, grimrug) or influenced
by Beduin dialects (e. g. ddgra, miiga); &7, sonant
palatal (French ), is treated after the article as a
solar letter and has a tendency to pass into 2 in
words which already contain this sound (e, g. diaws
>fis), The confusion which appears in the use
of the liquids 4, » and » affects borrowed words
almost exclusively.

The “nunation™ has disappeared except in some
rare formnlne; it has left traces in certaio adverbial
accusatives where the vowel of the old termination
has survived, sometimes even lengthened (e. g.
dT'iman > dima, dima).

The cereful observations of W, Margais for the
dialect spoken at Takriloa still copstitute the only
satisfactory record of the Tunisian vowel sounds.
Although the dropping and weakening of vowels
is far from being so serious as in the extreme
Maghrib, it is a broken down vowel system, Some-
times to facilitate pronunciation, transitional sounds
are developed, secondary ultra-short vowels, notably
before a laryngal preceded by § or # (cf. the pasah
hagif of Hebrew). It will be remembered that in
Tunis the women have preserved the old diphthongs
ai and aw while the men have reduced them to
7 and #; the Beduin dialects in general bring
them back to # and to 3, but some of them make
a false diphthong with an ultrashort second
element : 7e, fi*, With some nomads the iwalag > #
open is forced in certain positions into & very
much closed Z Educated people read the kasra
of the classical language as i in an open syllable,
but almost like the French ¢ in a closed syllable.

H. Stumme, to whom we owe a detailed mor-
phology of Tunisian Arabic, has laid down the
following rules for accentuation: if the word ends
in two consonants or with a consonant preceded
by a long vowel, the accent is on the last syllable;
in the other cases, it falls on the penultimate syl-
lable, if the latter is long or closed, if not it goes
back to the first syllable of the word; exceptions:
the verbal form ydfa"/w (for y«ifdﬂ) and fYd/
(for fdal) a type at obce verbal and nominal.
The accent goes back from the last syllable to
the penultimate whea the first syllable of the
following word is accented.

The conjugation naturally reveals the essemtial
features of all the Maghribi dialects: the alternation
sg. maf“al, pl. may'alu in the first persons of the



