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4° Sfax
Sfax is, after Tunis, the most important port of thgdtey. Its population now exceeding

45,000 inhabitants, of whom 5,000 are Europeans, grows befoveryueyes. The city is really
curious in all respects, despite all the changes,alhtprovements it has undergone since it was
bombed by Admiral Garnault, on July 16, 1881, which was iciately followed by our
occupation.

Sfax is the ancient Taparura or Taphrura of Romang itithe list of churches of Byzacena.
The Arab writers, such as El Bekri and Edrissi, arkeofiupraise for her beauty, and from many
angles, it really deserves its reputation, especiftily the disinfection, cleaning, provision of
sewers and drinking water. The Arab town, with windingetis, steep slopes, is still surrounded by
its characteristics fortifications, except towards $ka and the European quarter; on that side, the
ramparts which stifled the town were demolished. It graviseathes more comfortably now on
the waters offshore

The region of Sfax contrasts with the rest of Tuni$lais is no longer the Sahel, it is not even
the desert. But as soon as one crosses the culteatagdthere are immense arid plains, dry, broken
only by salinesebkaswhere only alfalfa grows, the collection and use oftWwhias become a
thriving industry in the country. The suburbs of Sfax ategsgen and fertile; in some places
vegetable crops give the appearance of a large vegetabl&.gaxde an area of more than 80
kilometers around the city, the countryside is coverl beautiful olive trees grown on land
leased or sold by the state to individuals. This culivahias yielded such good results that we
want to continue the experiment in some more distamiecs, now traversed by the railway line
from Sfax to Gafsa and Metlaoui. There is no doubtdkat time these efforts will be blessed and
and [21] be more general. In Roman times, were not tieggens covered with olive trees?

Over a width of 15 kilometers, formed by its small subuBifax hides in the fresh splendor of
its gardens, away from its old ramparts opened by thmgemnadl preserved doors, including one
especially, the door of the divan, surmounted by a largdcénd connecting with tHeue de la
Republique

The streets of the Arab city are bustling, theseladacation of various trades. There is the
Blacksmith’s street and that of the Dyers; and thesenaour opinion, the two most interesting.
The souks, as in Tunis, as in Kairouan, remain the cehtedustry and natives commerce. The
five mosques and bazaars are not in themselves partcini@lesting. Sfax does a large trade in
sponges, in oils, in halfa performed by several compamelsding an English firm, as well as
preserved fruit. The Gafsa railway which connects &fake inexhaustible phosphate mines of
Metlaoui, has given Sfax an extraordinary place in Tusigi@onomic prosperity. It has
strengthened the importance of the European city andiapgastified the immense work done
to make Sfax into a good port and a large port. This trasbheen accomplished.



A well kept French city, harmoniously proportioned, witGatholic church, schools, new
hotels, beautiful boulevards, now connects the old Aitgtto the port. It is above all in the harbor
that the soul, the drive and the wealth of the cifgusd.

The port of Sfax is located just 125 km from Sousse agefbre 275 km from Tunis.

Formerly very clogged and very inconvenient, it presented@tbatest difficulty in navigation.
Despite the tides which, unusually for the Mediterraneas significant in Sfax, especially during
the equinoxes, it was once impossible for larger \®$sdand there. We had to anchor 3 %2
kilometers offshore. Because of the inequality of degghyell as shallow waters, going ashore and
embarking presented great difficulties.

The Concessionary Company of the ports of Tunis and Sthessdore had to completely
redo the port of Sfax, and this was not the easiesbpé#re project. A operations basin of 10
hectares was first dug deep to a depth [22] of 6.5 metersarnel of the same depth was also dug
to a width of 22 meters. Two docks were set up with alhtbdern equipment, for a length of 594
meters. Finally channels were dug sufficient for sipadits leading to basins of 1200 m. for one,
and 5600 m. of area for another.

Nevertheless, strictly speaking, having no port, the bssioéthe port of Sfax has increased
by a great proportion over recent years, mostly becatihe exports of phosphates and olive oils.
These, in 1907-1908, reached 16 million kilograms, representiatyi@ of more than ten million
francs and constituting, following previous years, a reduat hias already been exceeded.

A statement of the resources of Sfax would be too intetmpvithout at least mentioning its
fisheries. Two kinds of these are performed: the fmshormal fishing, by a large colony of
resident Italian and Maltese fishermen; the secondyange fishing, is done by non-resident
Greeks, who return each year and tkairolevespend six months in Sfaxien waters.

The fish species most common between Sfax and tHeeKeah islands are octopus, needle
fish, eels, groupers, snappers, wolf fish, gray multetygon fish, weaver fish, red mullet, dogfish,
etc.

So important is sponge fishing that, by an order of thec@ireof Public Works of Tunisia, on
1 January 1903, a marine biology laboratory was establisH&f@x, in order to determine, for the
coasts of the Regency, the conditions for the repramluetnd cultivation of sponges. This
laboratory, for the study to be completed, was set wiilbsin the bay, in 2 feet of water at low
tide, and 1200 meters from the phosphates quay (Quai des ptexplt was protected from
heavy weather by a breakwater bulwark wrapped tightly ardu8éax is destined to become a
most important fishing center and it would be hoped thapoar Breton fishermen, who complain
so often, with reason, of the scarcity of fish beit shores, come swarming to these shores, now
favored by both the mercy of nature and the recent wadrksen.
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