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The census of the population in Tunisia 
One reads in the “Dépêche Tunisienne” of 
October 9:  
In execution of a decree of January 16, 1936, 
the five-yearly enumeration of the European 
and Tunisian civil population of the Regency 
was carried out on the preceding March 12.  
Prepared thoroughly by all the competent 
services of the Protectorate, this operation 
required, in its realization, long days of work, 
and the Head Office of the Interior has been 
finally able to give precise figures which 
constitute a most interesting record.  
It is thus arises to begin with, that, for the 
period of March 22, 1931 (date of the the last 
but one census) to March 12, 1936, there is, 
in the Regency, an increase of 17,912 
European inhabitants, including 16,641 
French, and, for the Tunisian population, an 
increase of 179,709 people.  
One counts, indeed, at the current time, 
213,205 Europeans, 2,335,623 Moslems and 
59,485 Jews, that is to say a grand total of 
2,608,313 inhabitants.  
There are 108,068 French in Tunisia, 
including 59,373 in Tunis itself, and 94,289 
Italians, including 67,125 in Tunis.  

The district of the Civil Control of Tunis alone 
contains 134,054 Europeans, that is to say 
62.87% of the whole. Next, by order of 
importance, the Control of Bizerte, with 
25,583 Europeans, including 17,254 French; 
the districts of Sousse (11,006 Europeans), 
Sfax (9,110), Grombalia (5,902), and Kef 
(4,478).  
The French element is increasing in the 
Controls of Gabes, Grombalia, Teboursouk, 
Maktar, Sfax, Tabarka, Sousse, the 
Territories of the South and in particular in the 
Controls of Tunis and Bizerte, which 
respectively show an increase of 10,961 and 
4,524 French.  
As an indication, on December 31, 1880 there 
were 708 French in Tunisia, 9,973 in 1891, 
54,476 in 1921, 71,020 into 1926, 91,427 in 
1935 and 108,068 in 1936. There is therefore 
an increase of 98,095 units in 45 years.  
There are nearly 60,000 French born in 
Tunisia, and living there; immediately after 
are  the ones originating from the department 
of Constantine which is the most numerous 
with 6,499 people, then the Corsicans 
(4,456), the inhabitants of Algiers (2,404), 
those born in the department of the Seine 
(2,058); followed by, in decreasing order, 
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Finistere, the Rhone delta, the department of 
Oran, etc.  
Among the 108,068 French, there are 29,913 
by naturalization, option or marriage.  
One can distinguish, roughly, including the 
members of their families, 9,200 farmers, 
15,300 tradesmen, 21,000 industrialists, the 
same number of civil servants, 4,000 in the 
liberal professions, 4.000 shareholders, etc.  
The enumeration of the Tunisian population, 
Moslem and Jewish, was carried out for the 
first time in the Regency in 1921. The latest 
operations were permitted to collect the 
following figures: It is the area of Sousse 

which includes the most Moslems, with 
332.192 inhabitants, then Sfax, with 221.896, 
the Military Territories (189.556), Tunis 
(184.091); then Kairouan, Kef, Grombalia, 
etc…  
On the other hand, the majority of the Jews 
are in the cities, in Tunis mainly (32,384), 
Sousse (5,000) and Jerba (4,109). The 
Moslems are not all Tunisian; there are also 
Algerians, of Tripolitanians and some 
Morrocans. But on the 59,485 Jews of 
Tunisia, 59,222 originate in Regency, the 
others in Morocco.  
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