
What does London want? 
At a time when its radio 
offers proof of the worst 
faith, it tries to sow division 
between the French of the 
Empire. Its air force, 
undoubtedly jealous of the 
laurels of its navy at Mers-
el-Kebir and Dakar attacks, 
in its turn, the port of Sfax.  
This happens even on the 
day following the speech of 
Admiral Darlan - designed 
to alleviate British fears, if 
the government of Mr. 
Churchill had forgotten the 
clear declarations of 
marshal Pétain - that the 
United Kingdom makes this 
new attack against a loyal 
ally of yesterday.  
What excuse will Mr. 
Churchill be able call upon 
this time?  
As for Mers-el-Kebir, as for 
Dakar, as for Nemours, for 
Marseilles then. The radio 
will not succeed in 
misleading the French.  
The British planes have 
again, without any reason, 
spilt French blood.  
There is no need, on the 
anniversaries of Dunkirk 
where French blood has 
already been spilt to allow 
the British subjects to re-
embark, to cause a 
righteous indignation and a 

violent reaction in France 
and in the Empire.  
By continuing its attacks 
against our ports and cities, 
spreading death among 
harmless and peaceful 
people, England has put 
itself beyond the pale of 
humanity. Far from dividing 
the French this unites them 
more closely around the 
leader who directs them in 
the midst of obstacles to a 
national recovery and a 
European policy which 
alone could restore to 
France the place it 
deserves in the new world 
of tomorrow. 
 
French public opinion 

does not understand 

the goal of England. 

 
Vichy. The port of Sfax 
attacked by British aviators 
of which several people 
were victims, the news of 
the British raids over Syria, 
here is the assessment of 
the events of Wednesday.  
These unjustifiable attacks 
have profoundly affected 
the French view that fails to 
understand the goal that 
Great Britain aims at, on 
one hand, by engaging in 

repeated acts of hostility 
against its former ally, and, 
on the other, striving to 
reject, in its propaganda, 
the responsibility for 
misunderstandings 
between London and Paris.  
The list of the legitimate 
objections of France 
lengthens with a worrying 
speed. After the 
aggressions of Mers-el-
Kebir (July 8), Dakar 
(September 23), and 
Nemours (March 20), the 
bombardment of Sfax and 
the following bombardment 
of Marseilles strike 
defenseless populations.  
These repeated violations 
of international law do not 
only aggravate the cruel 
situation in which France 
struggles from the moral 
and material point of view. 
They also have 
psychological 
repercussions which 
England would 
misunderstand if she did 
not believe that it was likely 
to result from an energetic 
reaction of national feeling.  

The bombardment of the port of Sfax 
which nothing has indicated as an objective of the R.A.F 
raises sharp and unanimous indignation 

in France and in all the Empire. 
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