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ALAN MOOREHEAD tells the story of

the First

Army

's thrust

for Tunis

Gamble that failed

-

by hours

25 GERMANS SEIZED SFAX

From ALAN MOOREHEAD: Tunisian Front,
THERE is nothing really {o stop me walking

Friday [

through the cork-tree forest straight into
| the German lines tonight.
Yet here | sil in an alpine holel, with a log

[ire

Four-course meal.

and a number of young French women,
| wives of oflicers, dining imperlurbably on a

The only sound 1 can hear
lis not gunfire. but a blood-
:'hound baying in the valley.

Stranger still s the sltuatlon
in Mazi-held Tunis and Bizerta. .
only half a day's drive from|
throuzh magnificent
seenery along a macadam road.

here

It is agenlsineg 1o hear how
fnear we ¢ame to having both
places In Novembor without a
fight.

There are abouc (00,000 French,
WG000 ftalians in Tumsia, and
there s ng doubt whatever thak
the French -were, and stil] are,
wholeheartedly on our side,

No Axis troops

When Roosevell’s Noie woa pre-
sented to ke Bey of Tuns he
showed no strong emaotion whot-
pver—ne smply said he would
have o show it o Peinin,

Tunista wns ripe for aking.
There were pracvically no AXIs

| wroons there at all=—just a small
| Eralian-German  Armistce
| HLASHOT

Com-
living i the wwns

|  The French people mse mag-
|

W e D

aifleengly for us, ut they neelzd
outskde  support
arganisatian

Clearly the Germans  were
taken by sulbrise on Novembper 8,
even 1f thev did suspeél some-
thing. [t was not until several
days alter 1he Allied landings in
Alperia that Nazil troop-carriers
bezan to roar down on Tunls
and Blzertn aicfields

Even then they were bringing
irn oaly a few hundred troops
dally These seized the docks.
girficlds and municipal afices

Twentv-five Axis saldicrs took
Sfax Anpther 10 zrabbed Lhe
eales 1o the s0ulh

and clasr
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"Mazis haery—-
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. Touch and go

The Frencn. meanwnile (rea
to bioek Tunis harbour by sink-
ing ships in the moulth. They
ran a preat guantivy ol their
locomotives and  rolllng  siock
across the, porder into Algeria
iTne Freneh Divector of Hails
wavs in Tunisin was shot by
EATR M e

All this (ime the Allles were
mplng with the mammath job of
aatling Aloeria and Marocco gel-
Hed [t was H:-UI:]'I and gn for the
PTG

By ihe tlme Mehnng arrived
in  Toniz the Axis just had
enMmith sirengEth £ H.'DN L
first Allled troops. wha by pow
nad arrived al Lhe zates of bolh
major pitlez  In many ways the
elination was a reflectlon of the
tloze sonve we hod in the Mk
DeltR in Julv.

Frantically the Ax!s
reinfarcemonts L] 73l Tunisia
through Movember, Somehow
they managed o0 remain  just
sironz enougzh to beat ol our
'.!'l.t'l"."‘-l.‘{“l."ﬂ' p;eamre

Anolher aspecy 08 ghat after
aneé of theg wellest winua-rs o
reeard last vear. this winter up

rushed

e Degcember wasg -:'c:eptmnﬂ.h' |

Ats Then. @l a providential
moment for the enemy, the rain
came down and [he esantreside
wAs impnssahle

e e e e = e e
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F elightest ditfeuliv,

Hard battle

~Fram thny momen: the whole
siluation changed The rain
sl fells The Axis 15 reinfore-
e 1e pareo bridgehead with
mizht and miin.

It i3 0 langer & question of sur-
prise moves and hghening oeei-
pations, bul aoe of battle, 4 hard.
biter battlz with the mosk
madern o 2o in lhe world

I am not 1‘inur:s 10 d‘-‘cus.s the
future, Dut 1 must make 10 cleat
thal we have gol to fehp hord

from now ap W win pere. and
many Lhe n%.s can happer.
Eoual l¥. i1 5 enly fair to say

that hecause Tonis was eipes o
dnes nod [ollow it cowld have been
plucked by ke Allled armv whizh
was already taking wic chances
in Algrria apd Morocco.

Iis fall last vear would nave
beeh a magnificent surprise, You
have anly gob 0 loaok at hese
huze moantaine—ine sheer, duff
cult distance—tin anderszyand.

200 miles a day

JUEL lo ger here lrom Algiers |
nave been molarine hatd, with
411 the laciilie- al a Ltourist, for
three days Thero 158 g0INg (o be
Precions JLe 1oarist mﬁm“.ne in
the wesrks ahead

I b= been drving o (e mave
ol the First Ammy We drove
more than 200 miles day
through mouniains, without 1he
bt now that
Tunis itsel! is almast i view we
have come to a full siop,

Among he wel foresis on the

| B~ BACK PaGE. COL FIVE

ey e

]
{

]




Black-out 5.50 p.m. to 8.29 am.

SATURDAY JANUARY 16 1943

Moon rises 2.4 p.m. sets 5 22 a.m.

ALAN MOOREHEAD tells the story of the First Armytlarust for Tunis

Gamble that
failed by hours

25 GERMANS SEIZED SFAX

From ALAN MOOREHEAD:
Tunisian Front, Friday
THERE is nothing really to stop
me walking through the cork-tree

forest straight into the German
lines tonight.

Yet here | sit in an alpine hotel,
with a log fire and a number of
young French women, wives of
officers, dining imperturbably on
a four-course meal.

The only sound | can hear is not
gunfire, but a bloodhound baying
in the valley. Stranger still is the
situation in Nazi-held Tunis and
Bizerta. only half a day's drive
from here through magnificent
scenery along a macadam road.
is agonising to hear how near we
came to having both places in
November without a fight.

There are about 100.000 French,
100,000 ltalians in Tunisia, and
there is no doubt whatever that
the French were, and still are,
wholeheartedly on our side.

No Axistroops

When Roosevelt's Note was
presented to the Bey of Tunis he
showed no strong emotion
whatever—he simply said he
would

have to show it to Petain. Tunisia
was ripe for taking. There were
practically no Axis troops there af
all—just a small

Italian-German Armistice
Commission living in the towns.
The French people rose
magnificently for us. but they
needed outside support and closg

were taken by surprise on
November 8, even if they did
suspect something.

It was not until several days after
the Allied landings in Algeria that
Nazi troop-carriers began to roar
down on Tunis

and Bizerta airfields.

Even then they were bringing in
only a few hundred troops daily.
These seized the docks, airfields
and municipal offices.
Twenty-five Axis soldiers took
Sfax. Another 10 grabbed the
gates to the south.

Touch and go

The French, meanwhile, tried to
block Tunis harbour by sinking
ships in the mouth. They ran a
great quantity of their
locomotives and rolling stock
across the border Into Algeria.
(The French Director of Railways
in Tunisia was shot by

Nazis later).

All this time the Allies were
coping with the mammoth job of
getting Algeria and Morocco
settled. It was touch and go for
the Germans. By the time
Nehring arrived in Tunis the Axis
just had enough strength to repel
the first Allied troops, who by
now had arrived at the gates of
both major cities In many ways
the situation was a reflection of
the close shave we had in the Nil
Delta in July.

Frantically the Axis rushed
reinforcements into Tunisia
through November. Somehow
they managed to remain just
strong enough to beat off our
increasing pressure.

Another aspect is that after one g
the wettest winters on record last
year, this winter, up to December
or was exceptionally dry. Then, at &

t

organisation. Clearly the German

e

s providential moment for the

enemy, the rain came down and
the countryside was impassable.
Hard battle

From that moment the whole
situation changed. The rain still
falls. The Axis is reinforcing its
narrow bridgehead with

might and main.

It is no longer a question of
surprise moves and lightning
occupations, but one of battle, a
hard, bitter battle with the most
modern weapons in the world.

| am not allowed to discuss the
future, but | must make It clear
that we have got to fight hard
from now on to win here, and
many things can happen. Equally,
it is only fair to say that because
Tunis was ripe it does not follow
it could have been

plucked by the Allied army which
was already taking big chances in
Algeria and Morocco.

Its fall last year would have been
a magnificent surprise. You have
only got to look at these huge
mountains—the sheer, difficult
distance—to understand.

200 miles a day

Just to get here from Algiers |
have been motoring hard, with all
the facilities of a tourist, for three
days. There is going to be
precious little tourist motoring in
the weeks ahead. | have been
driving in the wake of the First
Army. We drove more than 200
miles daily through mountains,
without the slightest difficulty,
but now that Tunis itself is almost
in view we have come to a full
stop.
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