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M_(_)on rises 10.43 -a.m, sets 246 a.m.

Gerimans admit gap in the morth, claim their fromt is restored

ANDERSON BREAKS THI

OUGH :

HEELS OVER

ALLIES CAPTURE PICHON [ou v

Sth Army chasefe Rommel from
town 20 miles oulside Sfax

NEWS from Tunisia this morning is of a break-through by
General Anderson's First Army in the north, Axis evacua-
ton of Pichon in the centre, and a report that the Eighth
Army in the south is now only 20 miles from Sfax.

admitted that | had ordeved Liy headquarters stafl inty ;'

Berlin - radio
Gencral Anderson’s  troops  had
prolien Lhrough Axis positions in
e narth, but claimed the gap was
lter closed ' with the losz of 22
Allied tanks and heavy Allied in-

{aptry losses.”

Algiers radio said lhe Axis posilions
pad Been “mieveed in great depth” at
Matewr, 20 mites south ol Bizecia.

The German version wius lhat the
peeakihrotgh wwas much [eclher south-—in
the billy ground nerth eof the road from
guell Farga to Medjox ¢l Bab.

Froul-line despakelics say that the
Firs] Army is stitl advancing. and that the
yital Beja-Medjer el Bab road is now under
pritish contral.  Prisoners taken include
the commander of a German battalion whe

the fighling line Lo strengllen resiskanee.
The German News Agency admitied

that Axis forces liad evacuated PICHON, in

Central Tunisia, nzainst which the Amets- |
can ang French forces have bern pressimg,
Fall of Pichon aids the Americans in
their race to Kairouan and Sousse to cut
off Hommel as he econtivues his retreat.

Algicrs radie announced that the
Eighlh Army huas reached a paint nenr
MATARES, coastal town aboui 20 miles
sauth of Sfax. It reporied @ “The Afrika
Koerps is in fuil fight”

Caira despaiches say that (he Axis
forees are abandoning Mahores and the
railway town of Mezzoann, 40 miles west of
Mahares, Hommel had one gf his prin-
cipal airficlds al Mewzsouna.

Rommel™s refreat ‘tewards Sfax bhas
been so slowed up by (he hail of Allied

bomhs that his columns had to break up
inlp small and widely dispersed groups.

1AY 1

Can we do it?

By MOALEY RICHARDS |
AY 1 was lhe date that ‘r
F}
T

e

AL many militaTy | esperts
Ioped would seg the Enal
expulslon of the Axls from
Tutisia.  Use lastk night's
news as the index, and assess
the chance: now,
PoInn maEgn pover, by othe  mIme
fsenzral Menigomeory passes Sfax,
Rommel, wilt nave lcsr zome 0000
men. That & hall s army.

A sevond junction of Aritlshly
atd  American Wwoops AL Mes-
zolnd, imminent i it s ooty

already  taken  place. indicates
that DRowmme! has gob ciear of g
onether - potential  cutting-ofl

upernlion ftom (he wescward i

There TEmMAns the allagk on
Kairouan, whish by Jast ment was
uning paweriuliy pressed-—put
purhaps not powerially ooough. |

It is mpw a makier of 4 dax tar
Mo Al e most beldte decision 55
iresched wheliwer or ool o lacge
ipart of the Alrita Homs is o
[feach (e mountains benind Sousss.

PITCIHED BATTLE

On balange, 1k seems that che
lchapees slightly favour Rommel

I Haw mir taan afleer our  date
Blay 19  WVon Arnim has 1324000
nzen, ihe majeriiy Gopman, Rom-
hiel NEY bring him from 30400 to
500~ allow by for teaps he
picks up an ibe way back—azain
reariy ail German.

The scens wiil then be ser for
Fiched Lolile on a [ronb rasfss
Jless than J00 miles ooy

The Aliws  will have aupe-|
ftorite g everyihims, bok, e
| diffcutiy is beinging that swpeel
Fioltty 6 Lear azainse Lhe enemy.
Becriise ol . lefrain dtffouliies,
Sencral Alexander may mbDL ke
ohls ta  meun:  avervielming
gupcrioriy it the Aold. T (e
1 pannor, the Axis mighy be able
tooddniay ns severdl weeks well
bevaed Mav i i
doTrar oyt womild sfdect d!.".r1

sumer European tnvasion planid, o

it seems incvitable ibar, wiier]
elearing up Tunlsia, (horo mus) beg
0 opause of several weeks while Enej
armles are ested and reargonisod.]

An Invasicn whalch di noei bepn
vt Juiv o August would oz
murh of Ity valne i Lise hroader
Albzed stratest i




8" Army chase Rommel from
town 20 miles outside Sfax

NEWS from Tunisia this morning is of a
break-through by General Anderson's
First Army in the north, Axis evacuation of
Pichon in the centre, and a report that the
Eighth Army in the south is now only 20
miles from Sfax.

Berlin radio admitted that General Anderson's
troops had broken through Axis positions in the
south, but claimed the gap was later closed "with
the loss of 33 Allied tanks and heavy Allied
infantry losses."

Algiers radio said the Axis positions had been
"pierced in great depth" at Mateur, 20 miles south
of Bizerte.

The German version was that the breakthroug|
was much further south—in the hilly ground north
of the road from Oued Zarga to Medjez el Bab.

Front-line despatches say that the First Army is

still advancing, and that the vital Beja-Medjez el
Bab road is now under British control. Prisoners
taken include the commander of a German
battalion who had ordered his headquarters staff
into the fighting line to strengthen resistance.

The German News Agency admitted that Axis
forces had evacuated PICHON, in Central
Tunisia, against which the American and French
forces have been pressing.

Fall of Pichon aids the Americans in their race
to Kairouan and Sousse to cut off Rommel as he
continues his retreat.

Algiers radio announced that the Eighth Army
has reached a point near MAHARES, a coastal
town about 20 miles south of Sfax. It reported
"The Afrika Korps is in full flight."

Cairo despatches say that the Axis forces are
abandoning Mahares and the railway town of
Mezzouna, 40 miles west of Mahares. Rommel
had one of his principal airfields at Mezzouna.

Rommel's retreat towards Sfax has been so
slowed up by the hail of Allied bombs that his
columns had to break up into small and widely
dispersed groups.

May 1

Can We Do It?

By MORLEY RICHARDS
May 1 was the date that many military experts
hoped would see the final expulsion of the Axis
from Tunisia. Use last night's news as the index
and assess the chances now.

In map power, by the time General
Montgomery passes Sfax, Rommel will have lost
some 40,000 men. That is half his army.

A second junction of British and American
troops at Mezzouna, imminent if it has not already
taken place, indicates that Rommel has got clear
of another potential cutting-off operation from the
westward.

There remains the attack on Kairouan, which
by last night was being powerfully pressed - but
perhaps not powerfully enough.

It is now a matter of a day or two at the most
before decision is reached whether or not a large
part of the Afrika Korps is to reach the mountains
behind Sousse.

PITCHED BATTLE

On balance, it seems that the chances slightly
favour Rommel.

How will that affect our date May 1? Von
Arnim has 133,000 men, the majority German.
Rommel may bring him from 30,000 to 50,000 -
allowing for troops he picks up on the way back -
again nearly all German.

The Allies will have superiority in everything,
but the difficulty is bringing that superiority to
bear against the enemy. Because of terrain
difficulties, General Alexander may not be able to
munt overwhelming superiority in the field. If he
cannot, the Axis might be able to delay us several
weeks well beyond May 1.

That in turn would affect our summer
European invasion plans.

It seems inevitable that, after clearing up
Tunisia, there must be a pause of several weeks
while the armies are tested and reorganised.

An invasion which did not begin until July or
August would lose much of its value in the
broader Allied strategy.
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