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Tunisia Quiet as 2,000 Arabs Rounded Up 
TUNIS, Tunisia. Jan. 27 (UP) 
French troops and police rounded up some 2,000 
Arab nationalists today and conducted a house-
to-house search for weapons in scattered 
localities throughout Tunisia. 
Authorities reported only “minor incidents of 
sabotage during the second consecutive day of 
uneasy quiet in the Tunisian Nationalists’ violent 
campaign for home rule. 
Habib Bourguiba, leader of the Nationalist 
Neodestour Party, warned, however, his 
followers may renew their attacks on 
“colonialism” unless France offers an “agreeable 
solution” during the present lull in the campaign. 
Bourguiba said in an interview “the present 
weekend calm in Tunisia is to give the French a 
chance to propose a solution to the present 
difficulties. 
Bourguiba was interviewed at Tabarka, a fishing 
village 85 miles west of Tunis. His exile to 
Tabarka touched off an 11-day campaign of 
violence which began Jan. 16. At least 69 

persons were killed in the rioting, more than 200 
were wounded, and damages was quoted in the 
millions of dollars. 
“Unless something is proposed within two or 
three days,” Bourguiba said, “the people of 
Tunisia may see fit to renew their attacks against 
French colonialism. We are only demanding 
autonomy in our purely internal affairs.” 
Bourguiba appealed for American support for his 
Nationalistic movement and denied it was tinged 
with communism. 
French authorities, meanwhile, reported a 
railroad bridge between Hencha and Sainte-
Juliette, near Sfax, was blown up last night and 
other acts of sabotage had occurred in widely-
scattered areas. 
The French said also additional troops are being 
rushed to Tunisia aboard the French transport 
Sidi-Feruch which left Marseille Sunday 
morning with the 7th regiment of Spahis. 

 




